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BFC Comments on... 





Export of U. S. Origin Goods From 
W. Europe to Soviet Bloc 


The export trade recently has evi- 
denced sufficient interest in connection 
with the export of U. S. origin goods 
from Western Europe to Soviet bloc 
countries to warrant restatement of 
U. S. policy in this regard. Interest 
has been directed especially at goods 
exportable under general license from 
the United States to friendly foreign 
countries, which may be resold or 
intended for resale to countries in 
the Soviet orbit of control. 

Except for shipments made under 
general license GIFT, a non-Positive 
List item initially exported from the 
United States to a friendly destina- 
tion under general license may not be 
reexported, transshipped, or diverted 
to a communist-controlled area (Sub- 
Group A), or to Macao without prior 
written approval of the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce (see sections 371.4 
and 371.8 of the Comprehensive Ex- 
port Schedule). 

If, at the time of exportation from 


the United States, an exporter has 
reason to believe that a general li- 
cense shipment may be reexported, 
transshipped, or diverted from the 
country of original destination to a 
Sub-Group A country, or to Macao, 
he must apply for an export license 
to cover such shipment. This is true 
whether or not the goods involved are 
on BFC’s Positive List of Controlled 
Commodities. 

These restrictions on reexportation 
apply also to Hong Kong, except that 
goods on the GHK list may be re- 
exported to Hong Kong without per- 
mission from BFC. 

In those instances where a U. S. ex- 
porter has information that a general 
license shipment may be intended for 
reexport, but does not know the coun- 
try of ultimate destination, BFC takes 
the view that he should ascertain that 
it is not for any one of the above ex- 
cepted destinations. 





Panamanian Business 
Improves Generally 


Most lines of Panamanian business 
improved generally in November. The 
volume of retail sales continued at a 
satisfactory level, recovery occurring 
in some commodities, such as auto- 
mobiles and soft drinks. Import ton- 
nage exceeded that of the preceding 
month by 24 percent and included an 
expansion of gasoline and fuel im- 
ports. Ship transits through the Pan- 
ama Canal were at about the same 
rate. 

Exports of bananas, Panama’s lead- 
ing agricultural product, were at a 
rate well above last year. Shrimp 
exports declined seasonally but ex- 
ceeded November 1953. Electric-power 
consumption continued to surpass the 
preceding year’s level. Lottery ticket 
sales were at about the same rate. 

The National Economic Council ap- 
proved or studied the establishment 
of several small manufacturing plants 
with a total capitalization approxi- 
mating $400,000. These included a 
shirt factory, a candy factory, boat 
building, a leather goods plant, a 


sanitary container plant, and an agri- 
cultural production company. Under 
consideration also is the establishment 
of a new sugar plantation and sugar 
mill in Colon Province, and a copra- 
oil processing plant. 

The plywood factory near Panama 
City stated that it is still on a one- 
shift production basis but is marketing 
plywood in Panama at the rate of 
about 1 million board feet yearly and 
is selling railway ties to the Canal 
Zone railroad. It also is reported to 
have a sales contract to export 10 
million board feet annually to the 
United States. 

Building activity remained at a 
seasonally low level in November. 
Nevertheless, new building permits in- 
creased substantially over October but 
were moderately under November 1953. 
Construction activity earlier in 1954 
was at a high level but was slow in 
October and November because of 
severe rainstorms. 


Continued heavy rains washed out 
roads and bridges, halted highway 
traffic in the western areas of the 
country, and prevented regular de- 
livery of agricultural commodities.— 
Emb., Panama City. 





Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of 
world trade—ranging from compre- 
hensive economic and business 
to details on export and import reg- 
ulations—is quickly and 
available to businessmen in 
own cities or localities through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart- 


ment of Commerce. 


Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who keep 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad. 
Aided by the current information 
and publications sent to them reg- 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
900 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other busi- 
ness organizations — which have 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, and other information, for 
use by businessmen. 


The addresses of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 


Albuquerque, N. M., 208 U. S. Courthouse 

Atlanta 5, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh 8. 
Bldg. 

Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bldg. 

Buffalo 3, N. Y., 117 Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jasper 
Bldg., West End Broad St. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bidg. 

Chicago 6, Ill., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office and 


Courthouse 
Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 
Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 


Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse. 
Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
El Paso, Tex., Chamber of Commerce Bldg. 
Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 
Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bldg. 
Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bidg. 
Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway. 
Memphis 3, Tenn., 229 Federal Bidg. 
Miami 32, Fla., 100 NE. First St 
Minneapolis 2, Minn., 607 Marquette Ave. 
New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 
New York 17, N. Y., 110 E. 45th St. 
Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 
Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 
Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. S. Courthouse. 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 
Richmond 20, Va., 900 Lombardy St. 
St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bldg. 
Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple St. 
San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Custom- 
house 
Savannah, Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse and 
Post Office Blde 
Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers, consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book. 








Samuel W. Anderson, Assistant Secretary 
for International Affairs 
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Outlook Favorable for 1955 





ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Canada Experiences Year of Transition 


The pace of Canadian economic expansion, as measured in terms 
of the gross national product, was interrupted in 1954 for the first 


time in 8 years. 


Largely as the result of the very small grain crop, this comprehen- 
sive index of the ecomony’s operating position dropped an estimated 2 


percent in volume from the record 
figure established in 1953. Except for 
that year, however, it was the highest 
in history. 

The reversal culminated a year of 
adjustment in which other factors 
besides agriculture were exerting some 
downward pull on the economy. Re- 
flecting the slackening off in some 
categories of demand which began late 
in 1953, the industrial experience of 
the year also was markedly uneven. 


Where industry had a solid basis in 
abundant raw-material resources, it 
remained strong. However, where it 
was concerned with the manufacture 
of durable and consumer goods for a 
limited domestic and highly competi- 
tive foreign market, it was weak be- 
cause of high production and trans- 
portation costs. Throughout the year, 
unemployment ran well ahead of all 
other postwar years, averaging 4.3 per- 
cent of the labor force as compared 
with 2.5 percent in 1953. Prices were 
essentially stable. 


Mining, Forest Products Gain 


In general, the primary industries 
other than agriculture scored pro- 
duction gains. The value of mineral 
output advanced again by 9 percent 
to set another new record, notwith- 
standing declines in coal and zinc. The 
outstanding item in the year’s increase 
was the rise in crude-petroleum out- 
put, which reached 95 million barrels, 
as compared with 81 million barrels 
in 1953. The rapid development of 
Alberta’s production of this fuel in re- 
cent years has given it the top. place 
over all other minerals, even though 
some of these, including nickel, cop- 
per, iron ore, and asbestos, likewise are 
showing large expansion. 

The various divisions of the forest 
products industries also enjoyed a 
climate of prosperity during the year. 
Newsprint, the leader of the pulp and 
paper division, registered a better than 
4-percent gain in output, and current 
estimates call for still further pro- 
duction increases. Seasonal employ- 
ment in logging camps in the early 
months of the current year is expected 
to reach a high level, inasmuch as 


stocks of pulpwood and saw logs are 
now low. 


The year was a good one also in the 
construction industry. In large part 
because of the encouragement which 
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easier Government financing gave 
home building, the value of contracts 
awarded in the residential class rose 
by 23 percent. Institutional and com- 
mercial awards increased by 12 per- 
cent. Industrial construction fell by 
27 percent and engineering contracts 
by 11 percent because a number of 
manufacturing and resources projects 
came to completion. The total value 
of all contracts rose by 6 percent with 
an accelerated trend in the second 
half of the year when weather condi- 
tions improved. 


Manufacturing Declines 


In contrast to past experience, man- 
ufacturing volume declined by about 
5 percent in the aggregate, according 
to the official index, largely because 
of a notable contraction in operations 
in the durables, where heavy inven- 
tory liquidation was a general feature 
of markets. 

Many individual lines of manufac- 
ture registered much larger cutbacks. 
Notably, motor vehicle and primary 
steel output dropped off about 20 per- 
cent. In respect to these goods, how- 
ever, the last quarter of the year de- 
veloped some hopeful tendencies. The 
inventory position leveled off, new car 
sales improved, and Government ex- 
penditure categories, which previously 
had contributed to the decline, firmed 
up. One of the large automobile pro- 
ducers was strike-bound from October 
in a labor dispute, which carried over 
into 1955. 

Domestic trade was characterized 
on the one hand by heavy inventory 
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liquidations and on the other by some 
rise in consumer spending. The ex- 
planation for these apparently con- 
tradictory trends seems to be that 
outlays were to a greater degree con- 
centrated in food, services, and hous- 
ing and were diverted from the dur- 
ables that formed the great backlog 
of demand in earlier postwar years. 
Another factor in the situation, 
which was felt regionally, was a 
further 12-percent decline in farm in- 
come, the result of smaller farm grain 
marketing in the Prairie Previnces. 
Grain prices were about the same as 
in 1953, but a smaller export move- 
ment and large stocks of previous 
crops clogging the elevators restricted 
deliveries to some 60 percent of the 
volume producers were able to collect 
for in 1953. From the beginning of the 
new crop year until the end of the 
year, the volume of farm marketings 
shrank even further, to 50 percent. 


Quite apart from the poor harvest, 
therefore, the Prairie region was less 
well off than in 1953. Farmers’ cash 
income in the other Provinces, how- 
ever, showed some gains. 


Export Decline Chiefly in Wheat 

The wheat surplus in oversea mar- 
kets, which was the basis of the slow 
internal movement from farms, was 
the chief factor in the decline in 
Canad&’s export trade during the year. 
Shipments of this prime commodity - 
through November were down 36 per- 
cent from the record 1953 volume. A 
lesser factor restraining exports was 
the moderate business recession in the 
United States. With only a 4-percent 
decline, however, exports to this coun- 
try were much better maintained than 
Canadian imports from the .United 
States, which were about 9 percent 
lower in value than in the 11 months 
of 1953. Altogether, Canada’s total ex- 
ports and imports were each about 7 
percent behind 1953 for the trade so 
far reported. 

Balance-of-payments figures for the 
full year are not yet available. How- 
ever, the continuation of the substan- 
tial discount on U. S. dollars in Cana- 
dian funds suggests no change from 
the 9 months’ report, which showed 
the trade and other current account 
deficit offset by a net inflow of long- 
term capital, primarily from the 
United States, for direct and portfolio 
investment. 


The average exchange rate for the 
U. S. dollar on the Canadian narket 
during the year was C$0.9732, the low- 


(Continued on Page 5) 








ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Economic Trends Mixed in Paraguay 


Political calm prevailed in Paraguay in the last quarter of 1954, 
which was marked by industrial expansion and an intensified highway 
program but also by rising prices, unemployment in certain industries, 
dwindling foreign-exchange resources, and climatic conditions that 


portend a poor 1955 harvest. 

The Joint Paraguayan-Argentine 
Economic Commission, at its second 
annual session, agreed to an exchange 
of goods valued at $42 million during 
1955, as compared with $30 million in 
1954. The list of Argentine products 
eligible for preferential treatment by 
Paraguay was expanded by 31 articles; 
the list of Paraguayan products, ex- 
cept as regards volume of trade, was 
not extended significantly. 

In view of the surplus agricultural 
products situation in the United 
States, Paraguay agreed to limit its 
exports of tung oil to the United States 
to 2.6 million pounds in 1955. The fig- 
ure represents the country’s average 
tung exports to the United States dur- 
ing the preceding 5 years. 

The Paraguayan Government an- 
nounced that the country’s net na- 
tional income during 1953 was 6 bil- 
lion guaranies, as compared with 1 
billion in 1950. When adjusted for 
price changes, this figure represents a 
14-percent increase in real income. 
The Government also announced that 
income-tax receipts for the first 9 
months of 1954 were 30 percent above 
those for the like period of 1953. 


Guarani Still Firm 


The guarani continued firm on both 
the official free and curb markets 
throughout the quarter. A tenfporary 
decline of the American dollar and 
the Argentine peso during October 
and November was offset by a return 
to their original positions as Christ- 
mas approached. The guarani was 
quoted at 63.30 guaranies per dollar 
in the free market on December 31, 
1954. 

Government efforts to control the 
amount of the monetary issue were 
successful, but merchants complained 
of increasing cash and foreign-ex- 
change shortages. Indications are that 
Paraguay’s foreign-exchange reserves 
dwindled from $14 million at the be- 
ginning of 1954 to $6 million at the 
year’s end, and the lack of sufficient 
exchange was reflected in increasing 


unemployment in commerce and 
transportation. 
Unemployment increased in the 


construction and lumber industries, 73 
of Paraguay’s 74 lumber mills sus- 
pending operations in December be- 
cause of a lack of sufficient cash to 
pay salaries, but the industry was 
promised relief by the Central Bank 
in the form of a 30-million guarani 
advance against exports to Argentina. 

Foreign-debt payments to the Ex- 
port-Import Bank of Washington, the 
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London Bondholders Council, and the 
Asuncion Port Concession Corporation 
were made on schedule. 


Enterprises Opened, Expanded 


The last quarter of 1954 was marked 
by the opening of many new indus- 
trial enterprises and the expansion of 
several existing ones. The city of Con- 
cepcion, which has ordered an electric 
plant to be operated on a concession 
basis, announced that the new plant, 
now nearly complete, will service the 
following new industries as well as 
private consumers: Ice plant, vege- 
table-oil plant, shoe factory, starch 
and flour mill, castor-bean processing 
plant, and possibly a mechanized 
slaughterhouse. 

Aluminium Industrial Paraguaya, an 
Asuncion firm manufacturing kitchen 
utensils, doubled its capacity; and 
Azucarera Iturbe, Paraguay’s largest 
sugar refinery, placed orders for ma- 
chinery which will increase its capacity 
by 50 percent. An electric washing 
machine factory in Asuncion exhibited 
its pilot models, and an Encarnacion 
lumber mill started taking orders for 
prefabricated houses after displaying 
a pressed board structure. A new 
bottling works started operating in 
Asuncion, under license management 
with a well-known American citrus 
beverage producer, and a modern rice 
mill started operations in Villa Morra 
near Asuncion. 


Esso Paraguaya installed a 5,000-ton 
fuel oil tank, with a 1,600-meter, 6- 
inch pipeline to the Asuncion power 
plant in Puerto Sajonia. Esso plans to 
service the Vallemi cement works with 
fuel oil and has proposed that the 
Paraguay Central Railroad convert 
from wood fuel to oil. Shellmex 
started installation of 3,000-, 2,000-, 
and 1,000-ton storage tanks for gaso- 
line, fuel oil, and lubricants, respec- 
tively. 

After overproducing in the third 
quarter, the Vallemi cement works 
ceased production in the fourth quar- 
ter, putting its labor force to mining 
limestone for storage and future use 
in manufacturing cement. In his 
Christmas address, the Paraguayan 
President promised the installation of 
a commercial shipyard, under navy 
direction, which would manufacture 
barges and vessels for use on the Alto 
Paraguay and Alto Parana Rivers, as 
a project for 1955. 

Although edible oil continued in ex- 
treme short supply, the shortage was 


eased by imports and by comp 
mixing of coco berry oil, the cotton- 
seed and peanut oils being favored 
Paraguayan housewives. Because of 
heavy rains, the 1954 sugar 
amounted to only 16,000 metric tons— 
well above the 20-year average for the 
crop but not enough to satisfy in. 
creased demand—and at least 1,599 
tons of sugar will have to be imported 
during 1955, probably from Peru. 
Motor vehicles were removed from 
ration controls by the Ministry of In- 
dustry and Commerce, and automobile 
titles now may be transferred freely, 
Imports of motor vehicles, however, 
remain subject to rigid controls. 


A program of intensive highway de- 
velopment was carried out during the 
fourth quarter of 1954, when a sub- 
stantial number of roads were under 
construction or repair. Several addi- 
tional roads to be constructed 
throughout the country, including the 
Chaco, are in the planning stage. 


After sharp debate, the National 
Legislature passed a bill authorizing 
the establishment of an autonomous 
Government agency, the Asuncion 
Sanitary Works Corporation (COR- 
POSANA), to construct and adminis- 
ter a central water system for Asun- 
cion. The corporation, which is headed 
by the Mayor of Asuncion, proceeded 
with financial and construction plans. 
The waterworks will be financed in 
part by a loan from the Export-Im- 
port Bank. 

The worker’s cost-of-living index 
rose an estimated 3.6 percent during 
the last quarter of 1954. Industrial 
and commercial employees were 
promised a 20-percent increase in 
minimum wages on January 1, 1955, 
by the Ministry of Justice and Labor. 
The Legislature is expected to approve 
the raise. 


Crop Loans Larger 


The Supervised Farm Credit Agency 
plans to issue 44 million guaranies in 
crop loans during the current season 
and will make available to its mem- 
bers the use of agricultural machinery 
valued at 46 million guaranies. The 
loans, which will be available to 8,000 
farm families on 175,000 acres, will be 
larger than in previous years: 30,000 
guaranies maximum to colonists and 
18,000 guaranies maximum to tenant 
farmers and small landowners. 

The Ministry of Agriculture, which 
issued no planting program for 1954 
because of political disturbances, 
started to draft a 2-year plan for 1955 
and 1956. At the same time, it issued 
an interim planting schedule for the 
last quarter of 1954. Because of late 
rains and a hot, dry spring, only about 
20 percent of the interim plan will be 


(Continued on Page 6) 
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Canada Experiences... 
(Continued from Page 3) 

est annual figure in history. Canada’s 
officials reserves of gold and U.S. dol- 
lars at the year end reached a new 
high of US$1,942.6 million as com- 
pared with US$1,818.5 million at the 
end of 1953. Purchases of gold from 
Canadian mines, as well as small pur- 
chases of U. S. dollars for cushioning 
purposes, accounted for the increase. 
Gold holdings at the year end were 
yalued at US$1,072.7 million. 


Lower Interest Rates Encouraged 


Security markets had a most active 
year, marked by the heaviest Govern- 
ment refunding operations in history. 
Nevertheless, a steady decline in in- 
terest rates followed the U.S. trend but 
was facilitated by a number of Gov- 
ernment moves to extend and develop 
credit facilities. 

Corporation dividend payments were 
higher but there were some reflections 
of the tighter business situation in the 
Government’s budgetary accounts. 

Revenues from income tax, customs 
duties, and excise tax so far collected 
for the fiscal year to end March 31 
have been a little less than in 1953-54, 
while expenditures have been a little 
higher, a cutback in defense outlays 
having been offset by increases in 
other budgetary categories. The pos- 
sibility of a Federal deficit—which 
would be the first in Canada’s post- 
war experience — is not being dis- 
counted. 


Stability Seen for 1955 


The outlook is for a slight rise in 
the level of economic activity in 1955, 
based on an improvement in export 
demand for grains and other primary 
materials which seems to be develop- 
ing. New private and public invest- 
ment in the economy is not expected 
to decline from its present proportions. 
Although in 1954 it fell somewhat 
short of the official estimate, in part 
because poor construction weather de- 
layed the start of some projects, the 
unrealized backlog is expected to carry 
over as a factor of increase into the 
current year. The St. Lawrence power 
and navigation works and the Chi- 
bougamau railway will be contributing 
to activity. The Trans-Canada nat- 
ural gas line is still in the planning 
stage. 

Pulp and paper, aluminum, petro- 
leum, and other exploitations of re- 
sources seem likely to remain ths 
stronger components of the industrial 
complex, with the consumer durables, 
textiles, and machinery and equip- 
ment experiencing only moderate re- 
covery.—_Emb., Ottawa. 





Spain’s cotton stocks, excluding 
those in free port awaiting customs 
clearance, totaled roughly 46,000 bales 
On November 30, 1954—less than 2 
months’ requirements at the current 
mill rate of utilization. 
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1954 a Record Year in Venezuela 


Venezuela attained in 1954 the high- 


_ est level of prosperity and standard of 


living in its history. The volume of 
wholesale and retail trade was at a 
record level, production attained new 
highs, and productive facilities were 
considerably expanded. 


Corporate profits also were expected 
to reach a new peak, forecasting rec- 
ord Government income-tax receipts 
in 1955. Passenger-car registrations 
were at a record high of 112,000 on 
June 30. 


A major factor in increasing retail 
sales was the continued extension of 
liberal credit terms on consumer du- 
rable goods. As a result of this exten- 
sion and the requirements of contrac- 
tors engaged on public works projects, 
the demand for bank credit was large, 
money was extremely tight, and in- 
terest rates were firm. 

At the end of the fourth quarter an 
excellent volume of retail trade re- 
sulted in part from record profit-shar- 
ing payments to employees and the 
usual Christmas distribution to the 
Government’s personnel. At the same 
time, bank collections of trade and 
import bills in the Federal District 
were reported as generally satisfac- 
tory.. Government payments also in- 
creased, and collections from the inte- 
rior remained slow. 


Although security prices at the 
year’s end were moderately lower, 
during the year bank shares were 
higher and insurance stocks reached 
alltime highs. Industrial share prices 
were mixed, and brewing shares were 
lower. A very large amount of capital 
was invested in corporate enterprises 
in the Federal District in 1954. In- 
creases occurred in food, textiles, con- 
struction materials, paper, electric 
power, banking, and insurance. 


Petroleum Output High 

Petroleum production reached rec- 
ord heights in 1954. However, produc- 
tion generally remained well below 
potential, which was emphasized by 
Government officials as constituting a 
voluntary cutback and Venezuela’s 
contribution to the stabilization of 
the world market for petroleum. Re- 
finery capacity expansion continued, 
and the volume of crude oil refined 
reached a new high of 23 percent of 
crude output. 

Iron-ore production in the first 9 
months of 1954 was at a record rate 
of 3,716,000 metric tons, which is more 
than double that of the comparable 
period of 1953. This industry also 
made a valuable contribution to 
Venezuela’s foreign - exchange re- 
sources. Production of gold and dia- 
monds increased; other mineral out- 
put was negligible. 


During the first 9 months of 1954, 


Venezuelan plants produced record 
quantities of refined sugar, conserved 
milk, butter, vegetable lard, crackers 
and cookies, chocolate, beer, carbon- 
ated beverages, cigarettes, soap, ce- 
ment, electric power, rubber tires and 
tubes, textiles, and wearing apparel. 
The two automotive assembly plants 
are estimated to have supplied a new 
high of more than 25 percent of auto- 
motive vehicle sales. 


Construction Active 

Both public and private construction 
activities were at peak levels in 1954. 
Important among public works already 
initiated were the Guarico River irri- 
gation project, slum clearance on the 
hillsides surrounding Caracas, and re- 
habilitation of and new construction 
on the Barquisimeto-Puerto Cabello- 
Valencia railway. Those in the ad- 
vanced planning stage included the 
Caroni River electric-power project, 
docks and dry docks at Puerto Cabello, 
and the establishment of steel and 
petrochemical industries. 

Private construction, also of impor- 
tance to the Venezuelan economy, was 
very active during the year. The value 
of private construction permits issued 
for all of 1954 was expected to exceed 
that of the alltime high of 332 million 
bolivars or $100 million, recorded in 
1952. Real-estate prices trended high- 
er, particularly land values in newly 
developed Caracas suburbs. 

The cost of living at the end of the 
year was expected to show only a 
slight increase over 1953, notwith- 
standing the national economy’s high 
level. This situation was attributed 
to generally ample supplies of com- 
modities and the continued increase 
in retail competition. Employment 
remained at a high level throughout 
the year, and no serious reduction for 
the foreseeable future was expected at 
the year’s end. 

Venezuela’s foreign-trade volume in 
1954 exceeded 1953 levels. Ocean- 
freight imports in the first 9 months of 
1954 totaled 1,983 million bolivars, or 
$595 million, an increase of 165 million 
bolivars from the corresponding pe- 
riod of 1953. The U.S. share for the 9 
months of 63 percent declined from 
66144 percent in the first 9 months of 
1953. This decline reflects increasing 
competition from Germany, the Unit- 
ed Kingdom, other European coun- 
tries, and Canada. 

The export value in 1954 was ex- 
pected to reach an alltime high. Con- 
tributing primarily were increased 
shipments of petroleum products, both 
crude and refined. Included in ex- 
ports were record-breaking iron-ore 
shipments and normal coffee and ca- 
cao exports.—Emb., Caracas. 











DOING BUSINESS ABROAD 





Austrian Securities 


Called for Validation 


Pursuant to the terms of the Aus- 
trian Securities Validation Law, cer- 
tain securities of various firms have 
been called for validation. 


Declarations must be filed by Mon- 
day, July 11, 1955, after which time 
the claims represented by these securi- 
ties will be forfeited. 


The issuers concerned are: 


Bank fuer Tirol und Vorarlberg Aktiengesell- 
schaft, Innsbruck, with the exception of the 
1952 issue issued in interim certificates. 


“Tiller” Bekleidungs-, Lieferungs-, und Uni- 
formierungs Aktiengesellschaft, Wien. 


C. Schember & Soehne Brueckenwaagen- und 
Maschinenfabriken Aktiengesellschaft, Wien- 
Atzgersdorrf. 


“Patria” Spinnerei- und Wirkwarenfabriken 
Aktiengesellschaft, Heidenreichstein, Lower 
Austria, formerly Spinnerei- und Wirkwaren- 
fabriken M. Honig, A. G., Heidenreichstein, 
Lower Austria. 


Aktiengesellschaft der Teppich- und Moebel- 
stoffabriken, formerly Philipp Haas & Soehne, 
Wien. 


Appointed as registering offices for 
the called securities are the Vienna 
office and various branches of the 
Creditanstalt Bankverein. The Oester- 
reichische Kontrollbank, A. G., Vienna, 
has been appointed as examining of- 
fice. 

In addition, all securities, or shares, 
representing interests in certain na- 
tionalized corporations have been 
called for validation. 

Declarations concerning these cor- 
porations must be filed before June 22, 
1955. 

The corporations are: 

Bleiberger Bergwerks-Union, Klagenfurt. 


Gebrueder Boehler & Co., A. G., Vienna. 


Schoeller-Bleckmann Stahlwerke, A. G., 
Vienna. 


“Elin” Aktiengeselilschaft fuer elektrische 
Industrie, Vienna, formerly “Elin” & Schorch- 
Werke Aktiengesellschaft fuer elektrische In- 
dustrie. 


Schiffswerft Linz A. G., Linz. 

The Oesterreichische Laenderbank, 
A. G., and its branches and the offices 
of the Oesterreiches Creditinstitut, 
A. G., in addition to the banks listed 
for the first group of securities, have 
been appointed as registering offices 
for this second group of called securi- 
ties. 

The examining office for these se- 
curities are the same as for the first 
group. 

To enable interested persons and 
institutions to obtain a complete col- 
lection of publications issued in con- 
nection with the Austrian Securities 
Validation Law, the Association of 
Austrian Banks and Bankers has ar- 
ranged for distribution of reprints of 
the notices for a nominal charge to 
cover the cost of printing and mailing. 
Orders for these publications may be 
addressed to Verband Oesterreich- 
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ischer Banken and Bankiers, Verlag- 
sabteilung, Am Hof 4, Vienna, I., 
Austria. Notices will be mailed direct- 
ly to subscribers. 

The passage of an Austrian law re- 
quiring that certain securities issued 
in the country and payable in Austrian 
currency be registered for validation 
within specific periods was announced 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, Febru- 
ary 7, 1955, page 13. 


New Chattel Law Now 


In Effect in Taiwan 


4& chattel mortgage law, designed to 
make it easier for specified registered 
industrial and mining concerns to ob- 
tain credit secured -by liens on land, 
machinery, and equipment, was put 
into effect by the Government of the 
Republic of China on Taiwan (For- 
mosa) on January 6. 

An application for a chattel mort- 
gage now must be published; and if 
no objection is received within 30 days 





it will be recorded, thereby creating 
a valid lien. 

Formerly, in order to obtain a lien 
upon movables and fixtures, the lender 
had to take physical possession of the 
mortgaged property or else to place an 
agent on the premises of the borrower 
—a procedure which proved expensive 
to the borrower. 


Local banks already have announced 
that they intend to extend additiona) 
credit under the new law, possibly 
facilitating the sale of U. S.-financed 
machinery and equipment and the ex- 
tension of counterpart loans. 





Economic Trends. . . 
(Continued from Page 4) 


realized, with a consequent lower ex- 
portable balance. 


Paraguay’s 1954 wheat crop 
amounted to 1,333 metric tons after 
rains had destroyed 20 percent of the 
crop. An estimated 400 tons of seed 
wheat will be planted in 1955. Para- 
guay’s bumper 1954 rice surplus was 
bought and stored by the Bank of 
Paraguay. 





$9 to a foreign address. 


| wish to subscribe for 


risk) for $ 


SERRE ASE 
Organization 


of Documents. 





Announcing the 1955 edition of the 


Comprehensive Export Schedule 
Scheduled for publication March 31, 1955 


Including supplementary Current Export Bulletins for one year end- 
ing March 31, 1956, the subscription rate for the Comprehensive Export 
Schedule this year has been reduced to $7 for a domestic address and 


Airmail service on Current Export Bulletins again will be available 
to domestic subscribers for $10 in addition to the regular rate. 


Order Blank 


Comprehensive Export Schedule and Current Export Bulletins 


Schedule and supplementary Current Export Bulletins for one year ending 
March 31, 1956. Enclosed is () check () money order (cash at sender's 


Subscription rates in the United States, $7 a year; foreign, $9 a year. 
For domestic airmail service on Current Export Bulletins, enclose additional 
$10 remittance (airmail service not available for foreign subscriptions). 


NS ee ee eee "= 


Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of Commerce Field Office, or to the 
Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. Make check or money order payable to the Superintendent 


set(s) of the Comprehensive Export 
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West German Handicraft Sales Increase 


West German handicraft sales in 
1953 reached a value of 33 billion 
German marks (1 German mark= 
approximately US$0.238) compared 
with 20 billion German marks in 
1948-49. 

About 820,000 workshops in the Fed- 
eral Republic employ more than 3.5 
million persons organized in 150 
pranches of handicraft. Approxi- 
mately 2,200 of these workshops en- 
gage in direct exportation. Although 
separate statistics are not maintained, 
the value of these exports is regarded 
as substantial. 


Technical handicraft has made the 
most important progress. Modern tools 
and machines have enabled concerns 
to manufacture products formerly con- 
sidered the exclusive field of industry. 
This is especially true of iron and 
other metalworking handicrafts. 


Technical Novelties Produced 


Among the more prominent of the 
articles produced are technical novel- 
ties, smokers’ accessories, souvenirs, 
lighters, clocks, artificial flowers, 
woodenware, ceramics, glassware, sil- 
verware, artistic metalware, and a va- 
riety of articles made from amber, 


Uruguay Invites Bids for 
Supply of Cement Pipe 


The Uruguayan Administration of 
Sanitary Works is inviting bids for the 
supply of cement pipe for Monte- 
video’s water works. Requirements are 
for 42 kilometers of cement pipe of 
152 meters diameter and 8 kilometers 
of cement pipe of 1.22 meters diameter. 

Specifications are available from the 
Secretaria de la Administracion de las 
Obras Sanitarias del Estado, Gerencia 
de Montevideo, calle Zabala 1395, 
Montevideo, Uruguay, at 150 pesos (1 
peso—approximately US$0.30). 

Bids should be sent to la Sala de 
Sesiones de] Directoria de la Adminis- 
tracion de las Obras Sanitarias del 
Estado, Calle Marti 3379, Montevideo, 
Uruguay, before July 21. 

It is understood that the Sanitary 
Works Administration will consider 
proposals only from firms specializing 
in the manufacture of cement pipes 
and the construction of the type of 
pipeline specified, and which have 
been in business at least 5 years. 





U. S. general imports during Janu- 
ary-August 1954 totaled $6,876.8 mil- 
lion, as compared with $7,379 million 
during the like period in 1953, accord- 
ing to Total Export and Import Trade 
of the United States, WTIS, Part 3, 
No. 54-1, issued by the Bureau of 


Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce. 
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meerschaum, mother-of-pearl, 
horn, bone, and ivory. 

A revised trade list of “Curios, Novel- 
ties, and Handicrafts—Manufacturers 
and Exporters” is available for West- 
ern Germany and Berlin, at $1, from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C., or any of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices. 


shell, 





Data on Firms Given 
In New WTD Reports 


The Bureau of Foreign Commerce 
has received World Trade Directory 
reports prepared by the U. S. Foreign 
Service on Schering A. G., 170-172 Mul- 
lerstrasse, Berlin N 65, Germany, one 
of Germany’s leading business enter- 
prises, and Caribbean Motors Co., 
30 de marzo corner Padre Garcia, 
Ciudad Trujillo, Dominican Republic, 
an important importer and distributor 
of U. S. products in the Dominican 
Republic. 

The Schering firm’s experience in 
the manufacture of pharmaceutical 
specialties, plant protective sub- 
stances, galvanic chemicals, and other 
chemicals extends over a period of 85 
years and its reputation is worldwide. 
The Berlin plant suffered heavy dam- 
age during the war and has been com- 
pletely rebuilt since 1945. Plants also 
are located at Charlottenburg, Ober- 
hausen/Ruhr and Wolfenbuttel. The 
firm employs approximately 2,515 per- 
sons. 

Caribbean Motors Co. is a distributor 
of automobiles, trucks, tires, motor- 
cycles, household electrical equipment, 
agricultural machinery, paints, etc., 
representing a number of well-known 
U. S. manufacturers. 

Copies of the WTD reports on both 
firms are available at $1 each from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton, 25, D. C., or from any of the 
Department’s Field Offices. 





Bid Deadline Postponed for 


Power Equipment in Iceland 


The Hydro-Electric Development of 
Sog, Iceland, has extended until April 
15, the deadline for bids covering 
hydraulic turbines, generators, trans- 
formers, and switchgear of Efra-Sog 
and Irafoss hydraulic power stations 
and Ellidaar transformer station. 

The March 1 deadline for bids cover- 
ing construction of the necessary 
buildings has not been postponed. 

Details covering this project were 
published in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, February 7, 1955, page 21. 


Mexico Wants Data 
On Milk Processing 


The Mexican Government reported- 
ly is interested in studying the possi- 
bilities of installing milk pasteuriza- 
tion or sterilization plants in various 
locations in Mexico, and wishes to 
contact U. S. manufacturers of milk 
processing machinery, as well as proc- 
essors of milk and milk products, who 
could supply the following data: 


eTransportation charges to Mexico 
and the cost of installing machinery 
for pasteurization or sterilization of 
milk, as well as costs in the manufac- 
ture of cheese, butter, and powdered 
milk. 

eA brief resume comparing the ad- 
vantages and disadvantages in the 
pasteurization and _ sterilization of 
milk. 


eUpkeep and operation of such 
plants. 


The contemplated installations are 
to be located in regions where pro- 
duction and daily consumption of milk 
are estimated at 100,000 and 80,000 
liters, respectively. 


The study is being made by the Pro- 
motion Department of Nacional Fi- 
nanciera, S. A., a Government-con- 
trolled organization which plans and 
finances economic developments in 
which the Mexican Government has 
an interest. 

Firms interested in pursuing this 
inquiry are invited to correspond with 
Luis Equihua Magana, Promotion De- 
partment, Nacional Financiera, S. A., 
Mexico, D. F., Mexico. 





Five Electric Portal Cranes 
Needed at Port of Calcutta 


The Commissioners for the Port of 
Calcutta, India, are inviting bids until 
May 9, for the supply, delivery, and 
erection of five 3-ton electric portal 
cranes for “D” Berth, King George’s 
Dock, Port of Calcutta. 

Bidding documents, in duplicate, 
may be obtained from the Chief Engi- 
neer, Commissioners for the Port of 
Calcutta, 15 Strand Road, Calcutta, at 
40 rupees per set (1 rupee=US$0.21), 
or from the consulting engineers, Ren- 
del, Palmer, and Tritton, 125 Victoria 
Street, Westminster, London, S.W.1, 
England, at £3. 

Bids must be submitted in duplicate 
—l copy to be forwarded to Rendel, 
Palmer, and Tritton, and the other to 
the Chief Engineer, Commissioners for 
the Port of Calcutta. 

Bidders are required to deposit 20,- 
000 rupees as a guaranty with the 
Commissioners’ Chief Accountant and 
Financial Adviser, Calcutta, and to at- 
tach the cash receipt to the tender 
documents. 
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Greece Needs X-ray 
Films, Other Items 


The Greek Government is inviting 
bids for the supply of the following: 

04,800 X-ray films, including 1,000 
dental X-ray films, of various sizes. 
Bids will be accepted until March 7 by 
the Ministry of Finance, State Procure- 
ment Service, 29 Churchill Street, 
Athens. , 

eOne mass radiography unit, of the 
most modern type, for 70-millimeter 
- radiographs, portable and suitable for 
conventional radiographic examina- 
tion. Bids will be accepted until 
March 9 at the same address. 

ePesticides, including 5 metric tons 
of sodium salt of trichloroacetic acid 
(TCA) 75-85 percent and 5 metric tons 
of zinc ethylene bisdithiocarbonate 
(Zineb) 65 percent. Bids will be ac- 
cepted until March 8 by the Agricul- 
tural Bank of Greece, Permanent Sup- 
plies Committee, 23 El. Venizelou 
Street, Athens. 


Specifications are available for re- 
view on loan from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., or the 
Greek Foreign Trade Administration, 
729 15th Street NW., Washington, D. C. 
Requests should specify the item of 
interest. 


Illustrated Catalogs 
Wanted in Belgium 


Dr. G. Degryse, Chief Inspector- 
Director, Ministere de la Sante Pub- 
lique et de la Famille, Inspection du 
Commerce des Viandes, 60 rue Raven- 
stein, Brussels, Belgium, urgently 
wishes to obtain from American 
manufacturers illustrated catalogs and 
literature covering the following: 

Refrigerated trucks and wagons, 
apparatus for cooling farm milk, 
apparatus for cooling eggs, apparatus 
for cooling fruits and vegetables, air- 
conditioning equipment, poultry 
slaughtering installations, new models 
of refrigerator doors, new models of 
refrigeration compressors, evaporators 
and ventilators in refrigerating in- 
stallations, meat refrigeration cham- 
bers, equipment used by meat depart- 
ments in supermarkets, latest model 
aluminum smokers for sausage, and 
mechanical wrappers. 

Dr. Degryse recently spent some time 
in the United States as chairman of a 
Belgian meat-processing team under 
the sponsorship of the Foreign Opera- 
tions Administration. He desires the 
literature in connection with the 
team’s report to the meat-processing 
industry in Belgium. 

Firms in a position to be of assist- 
ance are requested to communicate 
direct with Dr. Degryse. 








Documents on Egyptian 
Bridge Available 


The Egyptian Embassy has 
available for review documents 
pertaining to construction of a 
swing bridge over Bahr Fakous 
in Egypt. 

The deadline for bids on this 
project is March 2. 

Interested parties should con- 
tact the Bureau of the Egyptian 
Commercial Counsellor, 2310 De- 
catur Place NW., Washington 8, 
D. C. 











Italian Foodstuffs 
Directories Issued 


Copies of two Italian directories 
which may be of interest to American 
importers and exporters of foodstuffs, 
as well as tourists planning to travel 
in Italy, are available from the Ital- 
ian Trade Commissioner in Chicago. 
These directories are: 


e“Annuario Gencvrale dell’Alimenta- 
zione Italiana” (General Directory of 
the Italian Alimentation), which lists 
all Italian manufacturers, exporters, 
and importers of all kinds of food- 
stuffs, processed or unprocessed. 


e“Turismo Gastronomico” (Gastro- 
nomic Turism), a guide to all Italian 
national and regional food special- 
ties, including a list of the best res- 
taurants in Italy. 

Both of the directories are in the 
Italian language, but Annuario Gen- 
erale dell’Alimentazione Italiana in- 
cludes a table of contents and com- 
modity headings in English. 

Price of the former is $13 and of 
the latter $2, including postal ex- 
penses. Both directories can be pur- 
chased from the Italian Trade Com- 
missioner, 59 East Madison Street, 
Suite 1601, Chicago 3, Ill. 





Pakistan in Market To Buy 
10 Door-Type Transformers 


The Government of Pakistan is in- 
viting bids for the supply of the fol- 
lowing: Two 400-kva., one 300-kva., 
three 75-kva., and two 30-kva. 6.6/440- 
kv. three-phase, four-wire, neutral, 
brought-out, door-type transformers; 
and two 150-kva. 0.44/6.6-kv. three- 
phase, neutral, brought-out, door- 
type transformers. 

A copy of the bid invitation is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 

Bids will be opened in Karachi on 


— 


FOA Grants Funds for 


Farm Surplus Purchase 


The Foreign Operations Administra. 
tion has announced new authoriza- 
tions for Korea, Taiwan (Formosa), 
Greece, and Egypt under the pro. 
visions of section 402 of the Mutual 
Security Act of 1954. 

Authorizations of $7.6 million for 
Korea and $4.8 million for Taiwan are 
to cover purchases of raw cotton. A $5. 
million authorization for Greece is to 
finance purchase of bread grains, 
Egypt was granted $800,000 for pur- 
chase of wheat flour, procurement to 
be through the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, and $150,000 for ocean 
transportation of the flour. 

Greece received an authorization of 
$176,000 for ocean transportation of 
frozen beef, and Iran $780,000 for 
ocean transportation and marine in- 
surance on wheat, procured under a 
previously announced similar author- 
ization. 

Section 402 provides that not less 
than $350 million of the funds author- 
ized for the mutual security program 
shall be used to finance the sale 
abroad of U. S. surplus agricultural 
commodities for foreign currencies. 

FOA authorizations issued under 
section 402 totaled $129,493,400 on 
January 31. 


Electric Switches Needed by 
Damodar Valley Corporation 


Bids are invited until March 31 by 
the Damodar Valley Corporation in 
India for the supply of 132-kv. and 
33-kv. disconnecting switches for 
power supply to Calcutta, Barhi, Gaya, 
Patna, and Dalmianagar. 

Specifications are available for re- 
view on loan from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. Copies 
of this document, identified as ED. 
716-1, may be purchased from the 
Chief Eectrical Engineer, Damodar 
Valley Corporation, Anderson House, 
Alipore, Calcutta 27, India, at 50 ru- 
pees per set (1 rupee—US$0.21). 

Bids should be sent direct to the 
Calcutta address. 


Bid Date Extended in Ireland 


The Wexford County Council in Ire- 
land has extended until March 14 the 
deadline for bids to construct a rein- 
forced concrete bridge over the River 
Slaney. 

Details concerning this project were 
published in Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, December 20, 1954, page 10. 








March 10 and must reach the Director 
General of Supply and Development, 
Frere Road, Karachi, before that date. 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business 
connections in the United States. 
While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms. 

World Trade Directory reports on 
the listed firms are available to quali- 
fied U. S. firms from BFC’s Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, or through 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices (listed on p. 2), for $1 
each. However, the usual precautions 
should be taken; all transactions are 
subject to prevailing laws and regula- 
tions in this country and abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able in specific instances as indicated 
by symbol (*), on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 


LICENSING OPPORTUNITIES 


Machines: 

Italy — ARFA - Arredamenti Favari 
(manufacturer of flooring), 1/7 Via 
XX Settembre, Genoa, wishes to nego- 
tiate with an American firm for the 
exploitation, on a royalty basis or out- 
right purchase, of its patent covering 
a machine for the reportedly quick 
and comparatively inexpensive appli- 
cation of underlayments on ship decks 


in preparation for receiving floor cov- 
erings. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Bird Food: 

France—Establissements A. Girard 
& Fils (wholesaler and exporter), 
Cuisery (Saone & Loire), wishes to 
export direct or through agent 20 tons 


of high-quality millet sprays and 
cuttlebones. 


Electrical Appliances: 

Italy—Elettrodomestici San Giorgio 
Soc. p. Azioni (manufacturer), Via 
Privata O. T. O., La Spezia, wishes to 
export direct electric household ap- 
Pliances, such as oscillating or sta- 
tionary fans; vacuum cleaners; multi- 
purpose kitchen mixers, including 
liquidizer attachments; electric heat- 
ers, including those with air-circula- 
tion fans. Firm states it is in a posi- 


tion to export 5,000 units every 6 
months. 
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Foodstuffs and Feedstuffs: 

British East Africa—Vohora 
Brothers, Ltd. (export merchant), 
P. O. Box 177, Arusha, Tanganyika, 
wishes to export direct all grades of 
Arabica mild coffee, in pounds or kilo- 
grams. 

France—Pierre Saugeras (export 
and sales agent, commission mer- 
chant), 17bis rue de la Rousselle, Bor- 
deaux, Gironde, wishes to export direct 
very good quality food products, such 


.as canned mushrooms (Champignons 


de Paris), roquefort cheese produced 
in Aveyron department, and chest- 
nut paste and iced chestnuts from 
Ardeche. 

Netherlands—United Traders, N. V. 
export merchant), 8-11 Riverstraat, 
Rotterdam, wishes to export direct 
the following feedstuffs: Meat meal, 
65%, 50%, and 45% protein; liver meal, 
60-70 units protein; bone meal, 45% 
Bpl; bloodmeal, 80-85 units protein; 
crushed bones (so-called campos con- 
sumo), crushed hooves and horns, 
and hoof and horn meal (80 units 
protein, containing 20% fat); canary 
seed; and green peas and beans. 
Firm states products are all of Ar- 
gentine origin, and will be shipped 


directly from Argentina to the United 
States. 


Forest Products: 

Ecuador—Antonio Mata (owner of 
saw mills, exporter), P. O. Box 1073, 
V. M. Rendon No, 224-226, Guayaquil, 
has available for export 300,000 board 
feet of B and C grades of balsa wood, 
claimed to be perfectly dried. Addi- 
tional information, including specifi- 
cations, available.* 


Furniture: 

Denmark—A/S Hans Jensen & Co. 
(export merchant), Buen 529, 6D Ves- 
tergrogade, Copenhagen V., wishes to 
export direct first quality modern 
furniture, made of steel and wood, 
for use in homes and offices. 


Ivory Articles: 

Italy—C. A. Marchiano S. p. A. 
(manufacturer and exporter), 30 Corso 
Italia, Genoa, wishes to export direct 
or through agent artistic and common 
varieties of ivory statuettes, crucifixes, 
frames, miniatures, and paintings on 
ivory. 


Jewelry: 

Australia—P, J. and S. A. McKnoulty 
(export. and commission merchant, 
wholesaler), 92 Flinders St., Towns- 
ville, Northern Queensland, wishes to 
export direct original designs of best 
quality jewelry made from pearl and 
trochus shell. 


Machinery: 


Germany—EIKOMAG Eisenkon- 
struktionen u. Maschinenfabrik AG. 
(manufacturer), 51 Kappelerstrasse, 
Duesseldorf-Benrath, wishes to export 
direct builders’ hoists, winches, and 
cranes. Brochure available.* 


Netherlands—“Marco” Machinefab- 





Investment Proposals 
Summarized 


The Inter-American Invest- 
ment Conference has prepared a 
summary of all investment pro- 
posals received from Latin Amer- 
ican organizations through Jan- 
uary 31. This summary contaihs 
a digest of more than 100 pro- 
posals classified according to 
field of activity. 

Included in the summary are 
15 separate proposals approved 
for presentation at the Confer- 
ence by the Comision Cubana de 
la Conferencia Interamericana 
Sobre Inversiones de Capital, 
which is actively sponsoring Cu- 
ban participation in the confer- 
ence. Estimated value of these 
proposals is $49 million. 

Anyone interested in obtaining 
a copy of the summary should 
communicate direct with the In- 
ter-American Investment Con- 
ference, International House, 
New Orleans, La. 











riek en Handelsonderneming (manu- 
facturer), 8 Nieuwstraat, Spijkenisse, 
wishes to export direct or through 
sales agents miter-cutting bandsaw 


machines. Illustrated leaflet avail- 
able.* 


Masonic Lodge Supplies: 

England—Stephan Morgan (sales 
agent), “Downlands,” Beachy Head 
Road, Eastbourne, Sussex, wishes to’ 
export direct Masonic Lodge supplies, 
such as gavels, charity boxes, and 
other items. Illustrated brochure and 
price information available.* 


Olive Oils: 

French Moroeco—Huileries et Sa- 
vonneries du Maroc (purchaser, re- 
finer, exporter of olive oils), 48 rue 
Guynemer, Casablanca, wishes to ex- 
port direct highest grades of refined, 
virgin, and Riviera (mixed refined 
and filtered virgin oils) olive oils. Firm 
states it has several thousand tons of 
oils available for export. 


Papain: 

British East Africa—Vohora 
Brothers, Ltd. (export mechant), P. O, 
Box 77, Arusha, Tanganyika, wishes to 
export direct first- and second-grades 
of Tanganyika papain, in pounds or 
kilograms. 

Precious Gems: 


France—Raymond Bailly (handi- 
craftsman and exporter of cut dia- 
monds, importer of raw diamonds), 13 
rue Lacuzon, Saint-Claude (Jura), 
wishes to export direct cut diamonds 
for jewelry, all types of cutting espe- 
cially 32/34, cut from 1 to 10 carats. 
Firm states it can export 25 carats 
per month. 
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Steel Structures: 

Germany—EIKOMAG Eisenkon- 
struktionen u. Maschinenfabrik AG. 
(manufacturer ), 51 Kappelerstrasse, 
Duesseldorf-Benrath, wishes to export 
direct steel bridges and steel construc- 
tions. Literature available.* 


Textiles: 

Denmark—Vejle Dampvaeveri A/S 
(manufacturer), 72 Horsensvej, Vejle, 
wishes’ to export direct first-quality 
piece goods of cotton, wool, and arti- 
ficial fibers. Detailed list available.* 


Tools: 

Japan—Tanoi Seisakusho Co., Ltd. 
(Tanoi Seisakusho K. K.) (manufac- 
turer and exporter), No. 2015, Oi-Sui- 
jin-cho, Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo, wishes 
to export direct taps and dies, avail- 
able in metric, Whitworth, and Amer- 
ican national threads, 10,000 sets per 
month. Sample, catalog, and price list 
available.* 


Toys: 

Japan — Sanei Model Works, Inc. 
(Sanei Mokei Seisakusho K. K.) (man- 
ufacturer and exporter), No. 146, 
Ukechi, Mukojima, Sumida-ku, Tokyo, 
wishes to export direct wooden motor- 
boats and metal cars, both operated 
by batteries. A sample boat, descriptive 
literature and price available.* Photo- 
graph and price of car available.* In- 
terested firms should specify item of 
interest. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Bookbinding Materials: 

Sweden—Claes W. Zethraeus AB. 
(importer, wholesaler, sales agent), 22 
Katarinavagen, Stockholm 15, wishes 
to purchase direct and obtain agencies 
for plastic foils, unsupported, for book- 
binding; and imitation leather and 
cloth for bookbinding. 


Chemicals: ' 

India—Bharatiya Medical Store (im- 
porter, wholesaler, agent), 55-73 Can- 
ning St. (Mehta Buildings), Calcutta, 
wishes to purchase direct various 
chemicals. Detailed list available.* 


Confectionery: 

Netherlands—Export Centrale van 
Nederlandse Production COSMO (Im- 
port Department) (importing distrib- 
utor and manufacturer’s agent), 58 
Oostzeedijk, Rotterdam, wishes to 
purchase direct and obtain agencies 
for standard quality confectionery 
(stick candy, drops, mints, hard can- 
dies, and typical American specialties) 
for sale in the Benelux countries. 


Electrical Appliances: 

Sweden—Holm & Ericsons Elek- 
triska AB. (importing distributor and 
manufacturer’s agent), 52 Wollmar 
Yxkullsgatan, Stockholm 17, wishes 
to purchase direct and obtain agencies 
for electric thermostatic irons, fully 
automatic bread toasters, and broilers 
for household use. 

All electrical equipment for domes- 








Ceylon To Buy Drugs, 
Pharmaceuticals 


The Government of Ceylon is 
inviting bids until March 1, for 
the supply of the following drug 
and pharmaceutical preparations 
for use in Government medical 
institutions: 15,000 pounds of 
ferrous carbonate saccharated, 
30,000 pounds of ferric ammo- 
nium citrate, 30,000 pounds of 
paraffinnum molle flavum (pet- 
rolatum), 9,000 pounds of po- 
tassium bromide, 24,000 pounds 
of potassium citrate, 3,000 
pounds of potassium iodide, and 
24,000 pounds of sodium sali- 
cylate, flakes. 

A copy of the specifications is 
available for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intellience Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Bids should be sent direct to 
the Chairman, Tender Board, 
Ministry of Health, P.O. Box No. 
500, Colombo, Ceylon. 
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tic houshold use to be sold on the 
Swedish market must meet the speci- 
fications of the Swedish safety regu- 
lations, commonly known as “S-mark- 
ing.” Such equipment before appear- 
ing on the market must undergo rig- 
orous tests by the authorities at fixed 
prices. Certain modifications may be- 
come necessary as a result of these 
tests in order to adapt imported equip- 
ment to conform to local require- 
ments. 


Drugs and Pharmaceuticals: 

India—Bharatiya Medical Store (im- 
porter, wholesaler, agent), 55-73 Can- 
ning St. (Mehta Buildings), Calcutta, 
wishes to import into India certain 
drugs, pharmaceuticals, and vitamins. 
Detailed list available.* 


Essential Oils: 

India—Bharatiya Medical Store (im- 
porter, wholesaler, agent), 55-73 Can- 
ning St. (Mehta Buildings), Calcutta, 
wishes to purchase direct essential 
oils. Detailed list available.* 


Fishing Equipment: 

Denmark—Gudmund Karlson Isfeld 
(importing distributor, commission 
merchant, broker), Torshavn, Faroe 
Islands, wishes to purchase direct and 
obtain agency for fishing equipment. 


Foodstuffs: 


Germany—Wilhelm. Camps, Fleisch- 
warenfabrik und Fleischimport (im- 
porter), 54 Liebigstrasse, Koeln-Eh- 
renfeld, wishes to purchase direct 
fresh and cured bacon. 


Netherlands—Export Centrale van 
Nederlandse Producten COSMO (Im- 
port Department) (importing distribu- 


ee 


tor and manufacturer’s agent), 58 
Oostzeedijk, Rotterdam, wishes to pur. 
chase direct and obtain agencies for 
the following standard-quality food. 
stuffs for sale in the Benelux coun. 
tries: Sweet biscuits, canned fruits 
(pineapple, lime, peaches, apricots, 
grapefruit, fruit cocktail), canned as- 
paragus and corn, canned citrus 
juices, and canned fish (salmon, 
shrimp, crab). 


Peru—Sociedad Anonima de los Es- 


tablecimientos Sudamericanos Gratry - 


(importer, retailer, wholesaler), Sec- 
cion Abarrotes, 376 Junin, Lima, 
wishes to import fancy canned food- 
stuffs, baby foods, dried fruits, nuts, 
and evaporated milk. Firm wishes to 
act as exclusive distributor, carrying 
fairly ample stocks. Firm also prefers 
California products, particularly wel] 
established brands. 


Heating Equipment: 


Germany—Alfred Kaut & Co. (im- 
porter and manufacturer’s agent), 33- 
35 Tannenbergstrasse, Wuppertal-El- 
berfeld, wishes to purchase direct oil 
burners for apartment houses and in- 
dustrial establishments. 


Machinery: 

Sweden—Claes W. Zethraeus AB. 
(importer, wholesaler, sales agent), 22 
Katarinavagen, Stockholm 15, wishes 
to purchase direct and obtain agency 
for machinery for the bookbinding 
industry. 


Machine Tools: 

England—Pearson Phillips, Ltd. (im- 
porter, exporter), Parway House, 
194/196 Finchley Road, London, N. W. 
3, wishes to purchase direct or obtain 
agency for machine tools, for export 
to the United Kingdom, and reex- 
port to the British Commonwealth. 


Metalworking Equipment: 

England—Pearson Phillips, Ltd. (im- 
porter, exporter), Parway House, 
194/196 Finchley Road, London, N. W. 
3, wishes to purchase direct or obtain 
agency for sheet metalworking equip- 
ment, for export to the United King- 


dom, and reexport to the British 
Commonwealth. 


Ships’ Supplies: 

Denmark—Gudmund Karlson Isfeld 
(importing distributor, commission 
merchant, broker), Torshavn, Faroe 
Islands, wishes to purchase direct and 
obtain agency for ships’ supplies. 


Textiles: 

Sweden—Claes W. Zethraeus AB. 
(importer, wholesaler, sales agent), 22 
Katarinavagen, Stockholm 15, wishes 
to purchase direct and obtain agencies 
for silk and rayon fabrics mixed with 
synthetic fiber material, in 36 
widths; and cotton and wool fabrics 
mixed with synthetic fiber material, 
in 52” widths. 


Trucks: 
Tunisia—M. Joseph Licari (importer, 
distributor, agent), 49 rue de Bre- 
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tagne, Tunis, wishes to contact Amer- 
jean firms in a position to supply re- 
conditioned Mack trucks in perfect 
running condition (preferably equip- 

with Commins or Lavona motors), 
with 10-ton load capacity, and equip- 
ped to pull a 10-ton trailer. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Equipment and Acces- 

sories: 

Sweden—Karl W. Olsson (manufac- 
turer’s agent), 45 Odengatan, Stock- 
holm Va, wishes to obtain agencies 
for automobile wheels, less tires and 
tubes; shock absorbers; and automo- 
bile accessories. 





Chemicals and Dyestuffs: 

Denmark—Jorgen Stegmann 
(broker), 35 Frederikslundsyej, Holte, 
wishes to obtain agencies for silicon 
derivatives and pigment dyestuffs for 
textile dyeing and printing. 

Sweden—R. Wallberg Handels AB 
(manufacturer’s agent), 8 Birger Jarls- 
gatan, Stockholm C., wishes to obtain 
agency for all types of industrial 
chemicals. 


Clothing and Accessories: 

Netherlands—B. Sternfeld (manu- 
facturer’s agent), 11 Grenslaan, Aer- 
denhout, wishes to obtain agencies 
for ladies’ readymade clothing (cotton, 
wool. or rayon), and children’s outer- 
wear and underwear (cotton, wool, or 
rayon). 


Construction Materials: 

Canada—Buchanan, Carmichael & 
Clark Displays, Ltd. (potential dis- 
tributor or manufacturer’s agent, store 
and exhibition displays), 774 Denman 
St., Vancouver 5, B. C., wishes to ob- 
tain agencies for building materials 
used in building trades. 

Italy—Zaccone & Benzi S. r. 1. (sales 
agent), 3/4 Via XX Settembre, Genoa, 
wishes to obtain agencies for plastic 
products for flooring and coating, and 
acoustical and thermal insulation for 
houses and industrial purposes. 


Fats and Oils: 

Germany—Walther Fischer 
(broker), 10 Gertrudenkirchhof, Ham- 
burg, wishes to obtain agencies for 
vegetable and animal fats and oils 
(edible and technical), crude linseed 
oil, crude soybean oil, crude sunflower 
oil, and Menhaden oil. 


Foodstuffs and Feedstuffs: 

Germany—Lichtenstein & Mann- 
heimer (commission merchant and 
broker), 54 Neuer Wall, Hamburg, 
wishes to obtain agency for premixed 
stock feed of corn flour and oilcakes, 
with 20 milligrams of vitamin B-12, 
per 1 lb. of feed. 

Germany—Werner von Spiegel 
(commission merchant and broker), 
53 Hofweg, Hamburg, wishes to obtain 
agencies from packers and canners 
only for all types of lard; canned 
corned beef; beef extracts in 25- 
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kilogram tins; and natural, single- 
strength unsweetened pineapple, 
orange, grapefruit, and lemon juices 
in standard-size cans. 


General Merchandise: 

Australia—Trumac Manufacturing 
Co. Pty., Ltd. (wholesaler, agent), 221 
Pelham St., Carlton, Victoria, wishes 
to obtain exclusive agencies for Amer- 
ican products for retail store selling, 
as well as merchandise suitable for 
the wholesale, retail, and manufactur- 
ing textile trade. The firm also is in- 
terested in obtaining licensing rights 
and representation for retail store 
goods and for processes and finishes. 

Machinery: 

Italy—Zaccone & Benzi S. r. 1. (sales 
agent), 3/4 Via XX Settembre, Genoa, 
wishes to obtain agencies for machin- 
ery for home and road construction. 

Sweden—tIngeniorsfirman Belos AB. 
(importing distributor, manufacturer 
of accessories for garden tractors), 30 
Alviksvagen, Bromma, wishes to ob- 
tain agency for screw or gear pumps, 


for use with heavy and light oils and 
gasoline. 


Metal Finishing Compounds: 

Sweden—AB. Dowo (manufacturer’s 
agent), 25 Grevturegatan, Stockholm 
C., wishes to obtain agency for metal 
finishing compounds. 


Oils and Lubricants: 

Sweden—Bachner Oil Products AB. 
(importing distributor and agent), 26 
Sandelsgatan, Stockholm O., wishes to 


obtain agency for lubricating oils and 
lubricants. 


Pharmaceuticals: 

Sweden—Handelsfirman Alexander 
Grunfeld (manufacturer’s agent), 11 
Biblioteksgatan, Stockholm C., wishes 
to obtain agencies for pharmaceuti- 
cal components, such as ascorbic acid, 
caffeine alkaloid, calcium lactate, lan- 
olin, niacinamide, quinadine alkaloid 
and salts, theobromine calcium salicy- 
late, and theophylline. 

Pipe: 

Italy—Zacconi & Benzi S. r. 1. (sales 
agent), 3/4 Via XX Settembre, Genoa, 
wishes to obtain agency for steel and 
iron pipes for aqueducts, gas distri- 
bution, and similar purposes. 


Scientific and Research Equipment: 

Belgium-—Physique Industrielle (im- 
porter), 36 rue Ravenstein, Brussels, 
wishes to act as agent for American 
manufacturer(s) of scientific instru- 
ments, and electronic and nuclear re- 
search equipment. 

Tallow: 

Germany—Walther Fischer 
(broker), 10 Gertrudenkirchhof, Ham- 
burg, wishes to obtain agency for 
technical animal tallows. 

Germany—Werner von Spiegel 
(commission merchant and broker), 
53 Hofweg, Hamburg, wishes to obtain 
agency from U. S. packer only for all 
types of tallows. 
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Four Generating Sets 
Needed in Pakistan 


Bids are invited by the Goy- 
ernment of Pakistan for the 
supply of the following equip- 
ment: 

Four 375-kw. dual fuel—diesel . 
and natural gas—generating sets, 
6-6-kv., three-phase, four-wire, 
50 cycles at 600 r. p. m., together 
with switch gear and spare parts 
for 20,000 hours normal working 
for four sets; one steam line 
filter; one steel structure with 
crane to house the above; and 
three air compressors. 

A copy of the bid invitation 
is available for review on loan 
from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
' 25, D.C. 

Bids should be sent direct to 
the Director General of Supply 
and Development, Frere Road, 
Karachi, Pakistan, to reach there 
before March 8. 











Textiles: 


Sweden—Bo L. Scheja AB. (manu- 
facturer’s agent), 5 Humlegardsgatan, 
Stockholm O., wishes to obtain agency 
for all kinds of cotton fabrics. 

Sweden—Fred. Wessing AB. (manu- 
facturer’s agent), 56 Regeringsgatan, 
Stockholm, wishes to obtain exclusive 
agency for Sweden for all kinds of 
cotton, woolen, and synthetic textiles, 
and for the manufacture of men’s 
suits, women’s dresses, blouses, and 
other apparel. 


Waste Materials: 


Italy—Quirico Fila Robattino 
(agent), 4 Via Specola, Biella (Vercelli 
Province), wishes to act as indent 
agent for American firms dealing in 
cotton and wool waste, particularly 
new knitted scraps. 


Yarns: 


Sweden—Claes W. Zethraeus AB. 
(importer, wholesaler, sales agent), 
22 Katarinavagen, Stockholm 15, 
wishes to obtain agency for cotton 
yarn, single combed, Nos. 20 to 50. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia—Walter Glaser, represent- , 
ing J. Glaser and Co. Pty., Ltd., and 
its subsidiaries (manufacturer of 
clothing labels; printing on plastics, 
metal, wood, and glass; engaged in 
selling business gifts), 811 Nepean 
Highway, East Brighton (Melbourne 
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suburb), Victoria, is interested in, and 
requests information on, American 
methods of printing on plastics, man- 
ufacturing clothing labels, types and 
use of premiums, advertising novel- 
ties and business gifts. He is also in- 
terested in obtaining additional man- 
ufacturing lines in other fields, par- 
ticularly foods. Was scheduled to 
arrive February 7, via San Francisco, 
for a visit of 24% weeks. U.S. address: 
c/o Pan American World Airways, 135 
East 42d St., New York, N. Y. Itin- 
erary: San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
Chicago, St. Louis, New York, Boston, 
and Union, N. J. 

World Trade Directory Report be- 
ing prepared. 

Finland—Aarne F. Karjalainen and 
Torsten Kranck, both representing 
Kudeneule Oy., Lemuntie 7-9, Hel- 
sinki, are interested in the manufac- 
ture of knit goods, machinery for the 
knit-goods industry, planning and 
organization of factory plant build- 
ings, and possible American invest- 
ment in the knit-goods industry. Also, 
they request information on time 
study, scientific management, and 
training in the knit-goods industry. 
Was scheduled to arrive January 29, 
via Los Angeles, for a month’s visit. 
U. S. addresses: Hotel Lexington, New 
York (Feb. 5-9), Hotel Statler, Detroit 
(Feb. 9-10), Hotel Lexington, New 
York, (after February 11). Itinerary: 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Chicago, 
New York, and Detroit. 


Germany—Friedrich Schade, repre- 
senting Richard Stockburger Metall- 
warenfabrik, Heutingsheim / Wuert- 
temberg, and Robert Zassenhaus, 
Schwelm/Westfalia, is interested in 
expanding Stockburger Metallwaren- 
fabrik’s U. S. market for its fine metal 
goods, such as ash trays, service tables, 
and cigar and cigarette boxes; and in 
developing a U. S. market for house- 
hold kitchen labor-saving appliances 
manufactured by the firm Robert 
Zassenhaus. Was scheduled to arrive 
February 3, via New York, for a visit 
of at least 6 months. U. S. address: 





Mexican Railway To Buy 
Track Materials 


The Pacific Railway (Ferrocar- 
ril del Pacifico), Guadalajara, 
State of Jalisco, Mexico, report- 
edly plans to purchase approxi- 
mately 400 complete track turn- 
outs (switch sets) for 100-pound 
rails, consisting of the following: 

Switch points, switch stands, 
frogs, switch tie plates, and oper- 
ating and connecting mecha- 
nisms 


Interested parties may obtain 
further information by writing 
to the address in Mexico. 











c/o German-American Trade Promo- 
tion Office, Empire State Bldg., Suite 
6900, 350 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York; New Orleans; 
Houston; Dallas; Birmingham; 
Atlanta; Richmond; Washington; Bal- 
timore; Philadelphia; Newark; Pitts- 
burgh; Columbus, Toledo, Cleveland, 
and Dayton, Ohio; Indianapolis; 
Louisville; St. Louis; Chicago; Des 
Moines; Omaha; Oklahoma City; 
Minneapolis; Milwaukee; Detroit; 
Buffalo; and Boston. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared on Richard Stockburger 
Metallwarenfabrik. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 
=e copies may be obtained by 

rms domiciled in the United 
Sta from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Field 
Offices. The price is $1 a list for 


each country. 
lists are pref- 


Most of these 
aced by a brief review of basic 


trade and industry data collected 
in the course of compiling each 
list. Brief extracts from these data 
follow each title for which such 
data are available. 

Advertising Media—Hong Kong.— 
About 100 newspapers and periodicals 
of all types are published in Hong 
Kong, classified as pictorial magazines, 
communist propaganda papers, theat- 
rical news, horse racing news, and 
religious publications. Procommunist 
publications have been excluded from 
this trade list. Eighty percent are 
printed in Chinese and the remainder 
in English. Circulation of the Chinese 
newspapers is large because the 
Chinese comprise 98 percent of the 
population. Over 50 percent of the 
newsprint in the first 9 months of 
1954 was imported from Western 
Europe and Norway, with Canada 
supplying 20 percent and the United 
States, 10 percent. 

Alcoholic Beverage Importers and 
Dealers—Haiti—The market for al- 
coholic beverages has been good, but 
limited. Imports of alcoholic beverages 
in the fiscal year ended September 
30, 1954, totaled 747,429 liters valued 
at $452,532—78 percent from European 
countries and 21 percent from the 
United States. There are no exports 
or reexports except for rum, which is 
exported in limited quantities. 

Canneries — Mexico.—Although the 
canning industry is.not yet fully de- 
veloped, consumption of canned fruits, 
vegetables, juices, fish, and conserves 
of various types is increasing. Modern 
outlets of the super-market type, 
which have become popular in recent 
years, have acted as a stimulus to the 
canning industry. 

Exports of canned food in 1953, ex- 


— 


cluding meat products, were valued at 
more than 35 million pesos (8,65 
pesos=US$1, free rate, 1953) approxi. 
mately one-half sold to the Uniteg 
States. 

Imports of U. S. canned food { 
are sold at prices considerably 
than similar products produced lp. 
cally, and they do not find a volume 
market. Imports from the United 
States of cannery machinery and parts 
during the calendar year 1953 
amounted to $285,909. 

Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Denmark.—Although deficient in raw 
materials, Denmark has a diversified 
chemical industry. Some production 
activity exists in almost every field, 
with fertilizers particularly well de- 
veloped, but many requirements are 
imported. Most requirements are now 
met by Europe’s chemical ind 
particularly Germany, but a market 
does exist for certain chemicals of 
U. S. origin, frequently specialties 
which are not readily available else- 
where. 

Imports of chemical raw materials 
and finished chemical products in 
1952 totaled 440 million crowns (691 
Danish crowns=US$1). Approximately 
34 percent of imports originated in 
Germany (both East and West), 9 
percent in Great Britain, 5 percent in 
France, and 3 percent in the United 
States. 

Dental Supply Houses—Costa Rica, 
—Dental supplies are not manufac- 
tured in Costa Rica. Most imports 
originate in the United States; but 
certain types of dental implements, as 
well as much of the heavier dental 
equipment, also are imported from 
Europe. Total imports of dental sup- 
plies are valued at approximately 
$13,000 annually. 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importers ~ 
and Dealers—Costa Rica.—Average 
annual consumption of dry goods is 
estimated at 24.5 million linear yards 
—approximately 94 percent imported 
and 6 percent produced locally. Cloth- 
ing requirements are estimated at 118 
million colones annually (5.67 colones 
—US$1, official rate). 

Approximately 400 workers are em- 
ployed in the textile industry and 1,440 
in factory production of clothing. Most 
clothing production, however, is from 
individual seamstresses and small 
fashion and tailor shops. Traditional 
high import duties on dry goods and 
clothing, which have been increased 
recently, protect the local industry. 
Import duties on yarns needed by the 
local textile industry, except cotton, 
which is produced locally, are mod- 
erate. 


Imports of dry goods amount to ap- 
proximately $9 million; imports of 
clothing amount to $2 million. Ap- 
proximately 74 percent of the value 
of the 1953 dry goods imports and 89 
percent of clothing imports were from 
the United States. 
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Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—Peru.—The textile in- 
dustry continued to progress steadily 
in 1953 with the benefit of ample sup- 

es of domestic raw materials and 
tariff protection granted by the Gov- 
ernment. Fabrics produced are com- 
petitive both in quality and price and 
are accepted by both dealers and end 
consumers. Demand for special types 
of fabrics and clothing not produced 
in the country provides a fairly attrac- 
tive market for imported items, par- 
ticularly for fabrics and clothing con- 
taining artificial fibers from the 
United States. 


Imports of dry goods and clothing 
in 1953 totaled 198.4 million soles (16.85 
soles=US$1 in 1953; 19 soles—US$1, 
current rate), of which approximately 
136 million was for fabrics of all kinds. 
The United States ranked first as a 
supplier of cotton and artificial fiber 
textiles. Great Britain was the chief 
supplier of woolen fabrics, followed by 
Argentina. The United States and 
Great Britain were the leading sup- 
pliers of clothing. 


Dry Goods and Clothing Import- 
etfs and Dealers—Syria.—Imports of 
readymade clothing are unimportant, 
since most of the clothing consumed 
is made by local tailors. Imports of 
all cotton clothing, including shirts, 
underwear, and pajamas, are banned 
to protect local industries. 

Approximately 50 percent of textile 
imports originate in Great Britain, 35 
percent in European countries, 20 per- 
cent in the United States, and the 
remaining 5 percent in other coun- 
tries. The value of all such imports in 
1952 was S£28,805,159 (S£3.575—US$1). 
Import licenses are required for any 
shipment exceeding $100. 


Iron, Steel, and Building Material 
Importers and Dealers—Japan.—Ja- 
pan imported, in the first 9 months 
of 1954, $8,758,494 worth of iron and 
steel products, such as coated and un- 
coated plates and sheets (42%), rails, 
(17.9% ), structural steel (12.8%), tubes 
and fittings (11.1%), and ferroalloy 
(712%). About one-fourth of these im- 
ports originated in the United States, 
one-sixth in the United Kingdom, and 
the balance in Sweden, France, and 
other countries. 


Other building materials imported 
in that same period and valued at 
$1,347,300 included fire and acid re- 
sisting bricks (43%), plate glass 
(16.3%), refractory materials (15%), 
Unworked stones (7.4%), and others. 
Countries of origin included the United 
States (60%), the United Kingdom 
(13%), and West Germany (9%). 


The Government allocates foréign 
exchange for the importation of re- 
drawable used boiler tubes, used rails, 
tinplate waste, special steel products, 
fire and chemical resisting bricks, lam- 
inated plate glass, refractory mate- 
rials, etc., which are not manufactured 
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Lighthouse Equipment 
Wanted in Egypt 


The Director General, Egyptian 
Ports and Lighthouses Adminis- 
tration, Alexandria, Egypt, is in- 
viting bids until February 23 for 
the supply of wireless equipment 
(radiotelephone/telegraph), die- 
sel electric generating sets, and 
alkaline batteries, for various 
lighthouses. 

Bids must be submitted 
through an agent established in 
Egypt, and must be accompanied 
by a deposit of a sum equivalent 
to 2 percent of the value of the 
bid. 

A copy of the specifications is 
available for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 











or are required because of their supe- 
rior quality. 

Machinery Importers and Distrib- 
utors—Costa Rica.—This country im- 
ports practically all its requirements 
of machinery. Local manufacture is 
confined to presses for the extraction 
of sugarcane juice. Imports are equal- 
ly divided between the United States 
and some European countries, prin- 
cipally England, Germany, and Bel- 
gium. Import of all types of agricul- 
tural and industrial machinery re- 
ceives preferential treatment from the 
Government. The National Banking 
System grants long-term loans, and 
customs duties are very low for such 
imports. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation 
Importers and Dealers—Argentina.— 
Of medicinals consumed in the coun- 
try, 25 to 30 percent are imported in 
finished form, either in dosage or bulk 
units. Principal imports of finished 
pharmaceuticals consist of antibi- 
otics, sulfa drugs, vitamin prepara- 
tions, and harmone products other 
than insulin and ACTH. 

The Central Bank gives preference, 
in allocating foreign exchange for 
medicinal imports, to import of phar- 
maceuticals in bulk form. The ma- 
jority of pharmaceuticals are manu- 
factured from imported raw ma- 
terials, since the country produces 
only relatively few and simple crude 
drugs and materials. 

Imports of medicinal preparations 
in 1953 amounted to 1,408 metric tons 
in dosage form and 109,944 metric tons 
in the form of chemical and pharma- 
ceutical substances. The United States 
and Europe were the main suppliers. 

Oil (Animal, Fish, and Vegetable) 
Importers, Dealers, Producers, Refin- 
ers, and Exporters—Algeria.—Marga- 
rine is not manufactured and no ani- 


mal or fish oil is refined. Production . 
of vegetable oils for the past 5 years 
has been fairly stable, a 

about 26,000 tons of refined oil. Ex- 
ports to the United States in 1953 con- 
sisted of edible olive oil valued at 
$131,082 and geranium oil valued at 
$59,473. 

A potential market for margarine 
exists but first the distrust of the 
Moslem population regarding its in- 
gredients must be overcome. The only 
oil imported from the United States 
in 1953 consisted of crude soybean oil 
valued at $240,683. 

Oil (Animal, Fish, and Vegetable) 
Importers, Dealers, Producers, Refin- 
ers, and Exporters — Netherlands, — 
Official statistics for 1953 cover 33 oil 
manufacturing and refining plants, 
employing a staff of 4,488. Oil pro- 
duction value was 387,329,000 guilders 
(1 guilder=approximately US$0.26)— 
of which 23 percent was sold abroad. 
The share of U. S. imports has risen 
considerably in the first 9 months of 
1954 as compared with the first 9 
months of 1953. Imports of oils and 
fats have increased from 165,075 met- 
ric tons to 258,379 metric tons during 
these periods. 

The percentage of imports from the 
United States has risen from 25 to 47, 
mainly as a result of imports of 10,108 
metric tons of linseed oil and 42,443 
metric tons of cottonseed oil. Imports 
of bone and similar waste fats from 
the United States also were considera- 
bly higher. Import of oils and oil seeds 
for domestic use, previously a Govern- 
ment monopoly, has been free since 
August 1954. 

Exports of oils in 1953—with value 
in thousands of guilders shown in 
parentheses—a mounted to 175,469 
metric tons (200,019) compared to im- 
ports of 237,890 metric tons (187,852). 
Imports exceeded exports by weight, 
but by value exports exceeded imports 
by 12,167,000 guilders. The following 
quantities—with value in thousands of 
guilders shown in parentheses—were 
exported to the United States in 1953: 
refined castor oi] 200 metric tons (298), 
crude palm kernel oil 5,940 metric tons 
(6,707) , crude cocoanut oil 5,586 metric 
tons (7,391). 

Photographic Supply Dealers and 
Photographers — Costa Rica.—All 
photographic supplies used in the 
country are imported. Most imports 
originate in the United States and 
Germany, although a portion origi- 
nates in England, France, Italy, and 
Japan. The most popular types of 
cameras in use are manufactured in 
the United States and Germany, the 
latter providing the more expensive 
type. Annual imports of photographic 
supplies are valued at approximately 
$50,000. 

Radio and Television Equipment and 
Component Importers and Dealers— 
Colombia.—C olombia depends en- 


(Continued-on Page 14) 
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Latin American Exchange Rates 
























































NOTE: Quotations are based on selling rates, in units of foreign currency per dollar. The peso of the Dominican Republic, the Guate. 
malan quetzal, the Panamanian balboa, and the Cuban peso are linked to the dollar at 1 to 1; the Haitian gourde is fixed at 5 gourdes to & dollar 
Average rate Latest available quotations 
Cou Unit T of excha i st 
— quoted ss _ 1952 1963 1986 Rate qalnaitind te aiage 
(annual) (annual) October | U. S. currency 1954-55 
Argentina POBB. 6 500200: EE SRP seta gee al 7.50 7.50 7.50 7.50 | $0.1333 Jan. 15 
Preferential............-- 5.00 5.00 5.00 | 5.00 .2000 Do. 
SE ONE. Cc hetenbeicued 14.03 13.97 13.97 | 13.97 | 0716 Do. 
Bolivia...... Boliviano. lt Te 60.60 143.50 191.90 191.90 j .0052 Do. 
Gaui G0ib.. ....2-oscesas 101.00 1 720.00 21,468.00 | 1,890.00 | 0005 Dec. 31 
Brazil *...... Cruzeiro..... EE Pe 18.72 3 18.76 18.82 18.82 .0531 Jan. 27 
DOR AMIIOR,. ccccadveseved . *9'*R? § 45.61 63.88 74.50 0134 Do 
Der cceses eer 32 ES Serge 31.10 50.87 110.20 | 110.20 0091 Jan. 15 
Pree market (curb)....... 122.270 | 177.81 297.00 | 310.00 0032 Jan. 11 
Colombia RSE by hal Salian Sa ae 2.51 251 | 2.51 2.51 .3984 Jan. 15 
Costa Rica...) Colon........ ao 5.67 5.6r | 5.67 $67 | 1764 Do. 
Controlled free.......... 6.77 6.65 6.65 | 6.65 1504 Do. 
Ecuador..... Sucre........ Central bank (official)... 15.15 15.15 15.15 15.15 .0660 Do. 
PC whsdeeveeneecotth ee 17.47 17.44 17.43 17.45 | .0573 Dec. 31 
Honduras Lempira..... i Miecibscensaanes 2.02 2.02 2.02 | 2.02 | 4950 Jan. 15 
Mexico....... | EPS ee vn asceceeas 8.65 8.65 12.51 712.51 ons 6 |~—Ctsé€Dw, 
Nicaragua...| Cordoba...... GARE RS" 5.00 5.00 5.00 | 5.00 | 2000 Do. 
isconasestcbssndodeece 7.05 7.05 7.05 } 7.05 | 1418 Do. 
ee bie hakndls cinsite 1.27 7.63 | 723 | 7.10 =| 1408 Dec. 31 
Paraguay. Guarani...... SE ccheicgececssbens 1 15.00 15.00 15.00 21.00 | 0476 Jan. 15 
Controlled free........... 33.90 56.09 66.37 63.30 0158 Dec. 31 
Peru......... ie  O8. Exchange certificate...... 15.43 16.85 19.08 19.00 0526 «=| Jan.15 
Di tithtibodéoorcecece 15.55 | 16.94 19.20 19.14 0522 Do 
Salvador..... Colon. ....... i dBa on ssc enkesduses | 2.50 2.50 2.50 2.50 4000 Do 
Uruguay..... ee CO ee ee 1.90 1.90 1.90 | 1.90 5263 Do. 
Commercial free........ 2.45 | 2.45 2.45 | 2.45 4082 Do. 
Uncontrolled-nontrade. . 2.67 2.92 3.25 3.18 | 3145 Dec. 31 
Venezuela...| Bolivar....... Controlled free........... 3.35 3.35 3.35 3.35 | .2985 Jan. 15 
1 Quotation at close of year. * Effective November 11, 1954, the rate for dollar; second category, 55.5-65.4: third cate- 
* Average of end-of-week rates. most transactions was changed from 110 to gory, 118-123.9; fourth category, 152-248: fifth 
® Official selling rate changed August 1, 1953, 200 pesos per dollar. category, 206-208 1 _ These rates must be added 
to adjust for increase in proportional stamp 7 Bank of Mexico selling rate. to the official selling rate (with applicable 


rate on exchange transactions. 

Saas free-exchange market effective Feb- 
ruary 21, 1953 

® May-December average. 


* Auction rates in the Rio de Janeiro and 
Sao Paulo auctions of January 18, 1955, for 
U. S. dollars for 120-day delivery ranged as 
follows: *First category, 39.4-43.2 cruzeiros per 


taxes) in order to get the effective selling 
rates 

(For explanation of rates, see notes in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, October 18, 1954, p. 
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World Trade... 


(Continued from Page 13) 

tirely on imports for radio and tele- 
vision equipment and components. 
Domestic production is limited to a 
few radio cabinets and transformers. 
The 8 local firms engaged in assemb- 
ling of radios report that about 68 per- 
cent of the components used are im- 
ported from the United States, and 32 
percent from other countries. 

Imports of radios and radio com- 
ponents in the first half of 1954 
amounted to 1,264,885 pesos (2.51 
pesos—US$1, basic rate). Of this total, 
imports from the United States were 
856,919 pesos with the rest from the 
Netherlands, Sweden, Germany, 
United Kingdom, Korea, Portugal, 
Canada, and France. 

Radio Equipment and Component 
Importers and Dealers—Finland.—De- 
mand for all types and styles of home 
radio receiving sets—a minor part of 
the professional radio equipment—and 
practically all marine radio equip- 
ment is covered by domestic produc- 
tion. The 1954 production of receiv- 
ing sets was approximately 97,000 
units. 

Electrolytic condensers, radio tubes, 
potentiometers, high-frequency resist- 
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ors, and mass production articles for 
assembly and repair, such as soldering 
lugs and ebonite and pertinax sheets, 
are imported. This category includes 
also wire and tape recorders, pick-ups, 
and all broadcasting station trans- 
mitting units, both AM and MF. 

The value of imported receiving sets 
in 1953 was 36.1 million Finnish marks 
(231 Finnish marks=US$1); other 
equipment for wireless telegraphy and 
telephony and transmission of pic- 
tures, 72.9 million Finnish marks; 
components, 159.8 million Finnish 
marks; and tubes, 132.2 million Fin- 
nish marks. Principal suppliers were 
the Netherlands, West Germany, the 
United Kingdom, Switzerland, the 
United States, and Denmark. TV re- 
ception is not available and TV equip- 
ment is not imported. 

Radio and Television Equipment 
and Component Importers and Deal- 
ers—Haiti.—Radio receiving sets in 
Haiti number not more than 20,000. 
Six television receiving sets are op- 
erated on an experimental basis. Im- 
ports of radio receiving equipment by 
country of origin for the fiscal year 
October 1953-September 1954 are as 
follows: Canada, $666; Germany, $49,- 
936; Netherlands, $99,722; Switzerland, 
$302; United Kingdom, $9,422; United 


States, $45,854; and nine other coun- 
tries, $4,194. The total amounted to 
$210,096. 

Radio Equipment and Component 
Importers and Dealers—Iran.—aAll ra- 
dio equipment and components are 
imported as none are produced do- 
mestically. The establishment of a 
radio assembly plant using locally 
produced cabinets is being considered, 
however, by the Government. Imports 
of radio sets and components for the 
year ended March 1953 were valued at 
approximately $1,144,000. Germany 
supplied 38 percent; the United States, 
36 percent; the United Kingdom, 10 
percent and France, 8 percent. 

The United States supplied 24 per- 
cent of the tubes and other spare 
parts but only 10 percent of the radio 
receivers. Import of cabinets is pro- 
hibited. No TV facilities exist and the 
Government has no plans to develop & 
network. 


Sawmills — Japan. — Approximately 
34,000 sawmills and 262 plywood mills 
existed as of April 1954. Japan im- 
ported in the period January-Septem- 
ber 1954—principally from the Philip- 
pine Republic (67%), the United 
States (24.1%), and British Borneo 


(Continued on Page 18) 
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Statement on President's Foreign 
Economic Program 


Nathaniel Knowles, Jr., 


Acting Deputy Director 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce 


In presenting his foreign economic program to the Congress the 
President stated: “For every country in the free world, economic 
strength is dependent upon high levels of economic activity internally 
and high levels of international trade. 


“No nation can be economically self-sufficient. Nations must buy 


from other nations, and in order to 
pay for what they buy they must sell. 
It is essential for the security of the 
United States arid the rest of the free 
world that the United States take the 
leadership in promoting the achieve- 
ment of those high levels of trade 
that will bring to all the economic 
strength upon which the freedom and 
security of all depends.” 

Stated in its broadest terms the 
objective of the President’s proposals 
is to increase our foreign trade and 
foreign investments. Each part of 
the program is designed either to 





Nathaniel Knowles, Jr., 
accompanying statement before the 
Joint Committee on the Economic 
Report, on Tuesday, February 8. 


made the 





remove or reduce a barrier to the flow 
of goods, services, and capital or to 
provide some positive incentive to in- 
creasing that flow. The program 
recognizes the need for a gradual and 
moderate approach to the problem. 
The necessity to protect American 
labor and industry from unfair for- 
eign competition and undue hardship 
is of paramount importance. The use 
of the peril point and the escape- 
clause provisions will be fully utilized 
to assure adequate protection. 

As a representative of the Com- 
merce Department, I can perhaps 
make some contribution to today’s 
discussion by indicating the present 
and past relationships of U. S. foreign 
trade to various elements of our na- 
tional economy. We Americans are 
blessed with a wealth of resources and 
with large and expanding domestic 
markets. Our growing economy pre- 
sents ever-increasing opportunities for 
investment at home. For these rea- 
sons, we often forget our important 
Stake in the development of foreign 
sources of supply, particuldrly for raw 
materials, foreign markets for our 


Products, and opportunities for over- 
sea investment. 


One way to measure the importance 
of foreign trade to our economy is to 
express it as a percentage of our gross 
national product and to compare that 
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percentage with the similar percentage 
for other important components. 


Exports of Goods 4.2 Percent 
Of Gross National Product 


In the year just past our merchan- 
dise exports were about 4.2 percent of 
the estimated total gross national 
product of $357 billion. This figure, 
which includes military aid exports, 
compares with 5 percent in 1929, when 
there was no military program. Ex- 
cluding the military program, the 1954 
estimated figure of 3.5 percent was 
slightly higher than in 1953 and moved 
upward contrary to most other trends 
in the national economy. Our mer- 
chandise imports in 1954 declined 
slightly from 1953 and were about 2.9 
percent of the gross national product. 

These figures may not appear im- 
pressive when compared with similar 
relationships in some of the important 
trading countries of Europe whose 
exports reach 25 percent or more of 
their gross national product. Such a 
comparison, however, ignores a very 
important difference between our 
economy and those of European coun- 
tries. No one factor makes an over- 
whelming contribution to our total 
economic picture. The strength of 
our economy results from its diversity. 
Even cash receipts from farming were 
only 8.5 percent of the gross national 





product in 1954. Thus, this important 
component which has commanded so 
much attention of the Government of 
the United States made only about 
twice as much a contribution to our 
economy as did the exports of mer- 
chandise. , 

Another very important component 
of the gross national product which 
is frequently consulted to determine 
whether our economy is functioning 
properly is residential nonfarm con- 
struction. This housing component 
was about 3.8 percent of the gross 
national product in 1954. Even in 1954, 
when housing construction moved 
upward contrary to most business 
trends, it was lower than the exports 
of goods and services. Other new con- 
struction representing about 4 per- 
cent of the gross national product in 
1954 was also exceeded by merchan- 
dise exports. . 

The foreign-trade contributions to 
our total economy also compared fa- 
vorably with such investment com- 
ponents of our gross national product 
as business purchases of capital equip- 
ment, which represented 6.2 percent 
of the gross national product in 1954, 
and consumer purchases 6f durable 
goods, which were about 8.1 percent. 

For your convenience, I am leaving 
a table entitled “Selected Elements— 
Percentage of Gross National Product” 
which gives additional details. 

The significance of exports and im- 
ports is reinforced by a consideration 
of their relationships to some of our 
most important and progressive in- 
dustries. 

During the 3 years 1949-51 nearly 
one-half of our exports came from 


Selected Elements—Percentage of Gross National Product 


Merchandise exports 


1929 


1933 1937 1947 1950 
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19541 





Including military aid ................ 

Excluding military aid ....... PS st: 5.0 
Total exports of goods and services 

Including military aid 

Excluding military aid 
Merchandise imports .............eeeees 


6 

4. 

Total imports of goods and services .... y 
3 


Residential nonfarm construction 
OCERGP COMMSTUITEION onc ccc ticc cccccdpeweeds 
Business purchases of capital 
GUID Pon ook Fe Fe vck ose whe henccanes 5 
Federal purchases of goods and meet 
1.2 


for national security ........ err eser den 
Other federal purchases of goods and 
services 
State and local government purchases of 
BOCES BUG BETTIE ca weesccccccesensses 6. 
Consumer purchases of durable goods ... = 
0 


Consumer purchases of apparel ......... 
Cash receipts from farming ............ 1 


1 Preliminary estimates. 


Prepared in the Department of Commerce by International Economic Analysis Division, Bu- 


reau of Foreign Commerce, January 1955. : 
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industries which sold more than 10 
percent of their production abroad. 


* One-third of our exports were ac- 


counted for by products which rely 
upon foreign markets for more than 
25 percent of their sales. 


Export Markets Important to 
Some Major Farm Products 


Export markets are of central im- 
portance for some of our major ag- 
ricultural products, such as cotton, 
wheat, rice, and tobacco. In the crop 
year 1952-53, we exported 24 percent 
of our wheat and 20 percent of our 
cotton, despite the fact that this was 
a year of comparatively low exports. 
In the preceding 5 years, we exported, 
on the average, about one-third of 
these crops. In 1953, we also exported 
56 percent of our rice, 22 percent of 
our tobacco, 61 percent of our inedible 
tallow and 18 percent of our lard. 

The critical importance to our econ- 
omy of the imports of many raw ma- 
terials and foodstuffs which we do 
not produce at all or where our pro- 
duction does not come even close to 
meeting our needs has been well 
known for many years. 

About 58 percent of our commodity 
imports are essential for consumption 
or for the operation of our economy, 
given the present industrial and tech- 
nological pattern of production. Of 
these, one-third or 20 percent of total 
imports, cannot be produced at all 
in the United States. Another one- 
third are not available domestically 
in sufficient quantity. 

The remaining one-third, of which 
coffee, tea, and cocoa are typical ex- 
amples, have become an accepted part 
of our daily consumption and we are 
anxious to obtain them in exchange 
for our produce. 

The other 42 percent of the total 
are imported even though they could 
be produced here because foreign 
countries are able to deliver at lower 
costs, or because they are sufficiently 
different from domestic products to 
stimulate demand. 


Level of U. S. Imports 
Governs Export Level 


The level of our imports governs the 
level of our exports, since they provide 
the dollar exchange for the purchase 
of exports. As our grant aid to the 
rest of the world is reduced and ul- 
timately eliminated, we must increase 
our imports unless we are willing 
to see our exports decrease. 

American investments abroad tend 
to create markets for our finished 
product as well as raw material sources 
of supply. 

It is almost a truism that our best 
customers are the more highly de- 
veloped countries. The import de- 
mands of countries with low standards 
of living, while frequently large in 
relation to their domestic production, 
are small in absolute terms. As our 
investments abroad contribute to the 
economic development of other coun- 
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tries and increase the standards of 
living in those countries, new de- 
mands are created, some of which will 
be translated into increased exports 
from the United States. This is in ad- 
dition to the capital goods require- 
ments necessary to translate the 
money investment into plant and 
equipment. 

Moreover, a very large part of our 
investments abroad has gone into the 
development of raw materials which 
we must increasingly import from 
abroad as our economy expands and 
our known domestic sources of supply 
prove inadequate. 

The objectives of the President’s 
foreign economic program are identi- 
cal with those of the Employment Act. 
The President’s program looks forward 
to the increase in exports, investment, 
and imports in the interest of our 
expanding economy. 


Exports and Imports Generate 
Employment, Wages, Profits 

I want to emphasize the role of both 
exports and imports in generating em- 
ployment, wages, and profits in the 
United States. 

On the export side, this vital aspect 
of our foreign trade is readily under- 
stood and universally recognized. Let 
me just underscore it by pointing out 





that some 70 percent of our e 
consist of manufactured goods Shipped 
in substantially the forms in w 
they are finally utilized abroad. The 
great bulk of the end-use value of 
these goods is thus contributed by 
American labor, capital, and manage. 
ment. 


The degree to which imports 

jobs and earnings in the United Sta 
however, is neither so widely nor 80 
clearly recognized. Our imports, in 
contrast to our exports, consist pre- 
ponderantly of raw materials ang 
crude foodstuffs requiring extensiye 
further processing before ente 
into consumption channels here. For 
at least 80 percent of the goods we 
import, a very large part of their 
end-use value is added by American 
industry after they are purchased 
from abroad. 


The activities contributing to this 
added value represent jobs and profits 
for U. S. workers and employers, just 
as surely as do those involved in the 
production of our exports. Less than 
one-fifth of our imports enter the 
country as substantially finished prod- 
ucts, and even these contribute signif- 
icantly to employment and earnings 
in our distributive and service indus- 
tries. 





FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 


Forthcoming reports, to be issued in Part 5 of the 
WORLD TRADE INFORMATION SERVICE, will include 
. . . country surveys of trade fair operations 

. . « lists of trade fairs 


. . . basic reference sources 


Subscription price: $6 a year (foreign $8). Single copy, 20 cents. Sold by 
U. S. Department of Commerce Field Offices and by the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 





Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for WORLD TRADE INFORMATION SERVICE, 
Part 5, Fairs and Exhibitions, at $6 a year ($8 to foreign addresses). 





Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of Commerce Field Office, or to 





the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check or money order payable to the 
Treasurer of the United States. 
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Tourism—A Key to Pacific Prosperity 


Somerset R. Waters 


Special Consultant on International Travel 


U. S. Department of Commerce 


It is with particular pleasure that I traveled from the United States 
to New Zealand to attend this fourth conference of the Pacific Area 


Travel Association. 


The fact that the U. S. Department of Commerce is able to partici- 
pate for the first time as a member of the PATA rather than as an 


observer, is a matter of considerable 
satisfaction to all of us who have 
watched the remarkable growth and 
progress of your organization during 
the past few years. 

As a new member we recognize that 
when we join a Pacific organization 
we are associating ourselves with a 
wide variety of countries and tourist 
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This article is based on a speech de- 
livered by Somerset R. Waters, Special 
Consultant on International Travel to 
the Assistant Secretary of Commerce 
for International Affairs, at the Pa- 
cific Area Travel Association’s fourth 
annual meeting at Chatteau Tonga- 
riro, Tongariro National Park, New 
Zealand, which began February 8. 





areas, some of which comprise civil- 
izations and cultures much more an- 
cient than our own. In fact, that 
great traveler, Christopher Columbus, 
thought that he was undertaking a 
Pacific tour to visit some of these an- 
cient lands when, by mistake, he 
discovered America. 

Perhaps the best way for me to ap- 
proach this subject of international 
travel is to explain the basis for my 
Government’s interest in travel, as 
expressed in President Eisenhower’s 
Foreign Economic Message to Con- 
gress delivered January 10. His mes- 
gage recognized the important con- 
tribution tourists from the United 
States have made to international 
trade. Last year, these tourists spent 
$1.2 billion visiting foreign countries 
or traveling on foreign ships or air- 
lines. 

Our President set forth this foreign- 
trade policy as one of enlightened 
self-interest. He stated: “Our own 
self-interest requires such a program 
because: Economic strength among 
our allies is essential to our security; 
economic growth in underdeveloped 
areas is necessary to lessen interna- 
tional instability growing out of the 
vulnerability of such areas to commu- 
nist penetration and subversion. An 
increasing volume of world produc- 
tion and trade will help assure our 
Own economic growth and a rising 


standard of living -among our own 
people.” 


In summarizing his program the 
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President stated: “For every country 
in the free world, economic strength 
is dependent upon high levels of eco- 
nomic activity internally and high 
levels of international trade. No na- 
tion can be economically self-suffi- 
cient. Nations must buy from other 
nations, and in order to pay for what 
they buy they must sell. It is essen- 
tial for the security of the United 
States and the rest of the free world 
that the United States take the lead- 
ership in promoting the achievement 
of those hich levels of trade that will 
bring to all the economic streneth 
upon which the freedom and secu- 
rity of all denends. Those high levels 
of trade can be promoted by the spe- 
cific measures with respect to trade 
barriers recommended in this mes- 
sage, by the greater flow of canital 
among nations of the free world, by 
convertibility of currencies, by an 
expanded interchange of technical 
counsel, and by an increase in inter- 
national travel...” 

As to policy on international travel 
the President stated: “The United 
States remains committed to the ob- 
jective of freedom of travel through- 
out the world. Encouragement given 
to travel abroad is extremely impor- 
tant both for its cultural and social 
importance in the free world, and for 
its economic benefits. Travel abroad 
by Americans provides an important 
source of dollars for many countries. 
The Executive Branch shall continue 
to look for ways of facilitating inter- 
national travel and shall continue to 
cooperate with private travel agen- 
GOB .ces.” 


Travel One of Major Methods 
For Expanding World Trade 

The significance of this statement 
to all of us who work in the field of 
international travel is this: Travel 
has now been recognized within our 
Government as one of the five maior 
methods for expanding world trade. 
It has been accepted as an eaual part- 
ner with the four other objectives: 
Reduction of trade barriers; increase 
in foreign investments; convertibility 
of currencies; and expanded inter- 
change of technical counsel. 

Now, what does this mean to the 
countries in the Pacific area? It 


means that our Government is now 
prepared to work with the govern- 
ments of the Pacific area countries to 
devise ways to encourage a wide ex- 
pansion in international travel. We 
are prepared to discuss travel as part 
of top level economic and financial 
discussions which take place between 
governments on a bilateral basis or 
at international meetings participated 
in by many governments. 

The U. 8S. delegate to the United 
Nations Economic and Social Council 
has requested that tourism be in- 
cluded on the agenia of its next 
meeting. 


Three Tourism Resolutions 
Approved at Rio Conference 


At the recent Rio Economic Confer- 
ence, attended by Economic and Fi- 
nance Ministers of the Latin Amer- 
ican countries, Samuel W. Anderson, 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce and 
member of the U. S. delegation, in- 
troduced three resolutions concerned 
with tourism. These’‘resolutions were 
unanimously approved. They urged 
the strenethening of the government 
tourist offices of these countries and 
suggested that increased efforts be 
made to attract tourists as a means 
of improving the economy of Latin 
America. Our Government offered 
technical assistance in the flelds of 
tourist advertising, sales promotion, 
hotel development, and the develop- 
ment of local] tourist attractions. 

Why is the U. 8S. Government so 
vitally interested in the development 
of tourism? Because of the rapid ex- 
pansion in international travel, tour- 
ism has now become one of the key 
items in foreign trade. The expendi- 
tures of our tourists in 1954 provided 
foreign countries with sufficient dol- 
lars to pay for 10 per cent of our com- 
mercial mérchandise exports. Experi- 
ments in tourist development in many 
parts of the world have proved suc- 
cessful, both from the point of view 
of economic and social results and of 
better international understanding. 
There is no doubt that the standard 
of living of the population concerned 
is significantly increased because of 
the effect of its tourist program. 

The International Monetary Fund 
reported for 41 major countries a total 
income from tourism, which, exclud- 
ing fares to carriers, equaled $2.2 bil- 
lion for 1953. 

The same International Monetary 
Fund report shows that the combined 
tourist earnings of Australia, New 
Zealand, Japan, and the Philippines 
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for 1953 totaled only $24 million. If 
this is compared with the $2.2 billion, 
it shows that these four important 
Pacific area countries combined were 
obtaining only 1 percent of the impor- 
tant tourist market covered in the 
International Monetary Fund report. 
In addition, the lack of tourist activ- 
ity in the Pacific has handicapped the 
growth of national carriers of all the 
countries in this area. 

Why hasn’t the Pacific area earned 
a larger share of this tourist trade? 
An examination of the activities of the 
carriers leads me to believe that 
they are already contributing what 
amounts to a technological revolution 
in this area. New services are being 
provided by both steamships and air- 
lines. More modern and faster car- 
riers on both sea and air are either 
available or on the way. 

Many of the previous limiting fac- 
tors—time, distance, and expense— 
have been reduced to the point where 
the Pacific area comes within the 
reach of many more tourists. Resi- 
dents of the United States can reach 
any part of the Pacific area in a few 
days. The cost of a trip from Califor- 
nia to the Fiji Islands, in the heart of 
the exotic South Pacific, is less than 
from California to Rome. 

Those who study the changing U. S. 
market are aware of the rapidly in- 
creasing population of our western 
states. By 1965—within 10 years—the 
population of California probably will 
be greater than that of New York. 
These changes present a great chal- 
lenge to those who chart the economic 
future of governments in the Pacific 
area. 


Strong Government Support 
Of Programs Important 


What are the limiting factors then? 
To begin with, we know that experi- 
ments in tourist development in other 
parts of the world have demonstrated 
the importance of strong government 
support of tourist promotional pro- 
grams. Unlike commercial exports, 
the sale of a country’s tourist attrac- 
tions to people in other countries re- 
quires government funds for the es- 
tablishment of foreign promotional 
offices, paid advertising, publicity, and 
other promotional expenses. Local 
industries receiving the tourist dol- 
lars are usually too small to carry out 
effective foreign sales programs of 
their own. 

Another problem stems from the 
lack of hotels and general tourist fa- 
cilities in most areas west of Hawaii. 
In discussing the Pacific with some- 
one familiar with the tourist industry 
in this area, I asked him to name the 
three most important problems to be 
solved in this part of the world. The 
answer was: “Hotels, hotels, and ho- 
tels.” 

In many successful tourist areas, 
governments have provided certain 
incentives which encouraged private 


investment in hotels and tourist at- 
tractions. Of course, in considering 
the hotel problems, it is always diffi- 
cult to decide which comes first: The 
tourist or the hotel. No one wants to 
build hotels in an area where there 
are no tourists. Others say that it is 
impossible to attract tourists unless 
they can be accommodated. Perhaps 
these two problems must be solved to- 
gether. Certainly it would be easier 
to obtain investments for hotels if 
investors were assured that strong 
efforts were under way to attract the 
tourists to fill such hotels. 


Another important problem in the 
Pacific stems from the barriers 
erected by border-crossing formal- 
ities. Tourists and travel agents guid- 
ing tourists tend to follow paths of 
least resistance, and as red tape de- 
creases we can count on increased 
income from tourists. In a number of 
countries, U. S. travelers are welcomed 
without the requirement of visas. 
Such countries include Great Britain, 
France, Italy, Spain, and many 
others. 


Improvements Brought About 
In Pacific Area Facilities 


To show the other side of the coin, 
it might prove useful to summarize 
a few of the improvements taking 
place in the Pacific area. Government 
tourist offices in several of the coun- 
tries, including the United States, 
have been strengthened. Hawaii re- 
ports a considerable increase in hotel 
accommodations and some improve- 
ment in accommodations is reported 
from the Philippines, Japan, and Sing- 
apore. Thailand, the Fiji Islands, 
Tahiti, Singapore, and Malava have 
eliminated visas for U. S. citizens who 
are on temporary visits. 

Canada has introduced new railway 
equipment at a cost of approximately 
$88 million. The airlines have sched- 
uled new and faster equipment and 
have added new flichts. Steamship 
service has been increased, and plans 
have been announced for major pro- 
grams of ship purchase, construction, 
and reconditioning. Publicity for the 
Pacific area seems to be increasing 
with magazines, newspapers, radio, 
and television carrying information 
to the U. S. public concerning tourist 
attractions of this part of the world. 


In summarizing, we recognize that 
progress in the development of tour- 
ism in the Pacific area will continue 
to depnend for the most part on the 
initiative and the ingenuity of private 
business firms in this field. but expe- 
rience has shown that the task of 
tourist development, if successful, 
must have the full sudport of the gov- 
ernments of the countries involved. 

Government funds are needed to 
provide promotion offices, paid adver- 
tising, publicity, tourist literature, 
and other tools required to focus at- 
tention on a particular area. Govern- 
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mental assistance is needed to provide 
incentives to attract private invest. 
ments for the development of hotels 
and other tourist attractions. Goy- 
ernment cooperation is needed to re- 
duce barriers to travel caused by 
travel taxes, exchange controls; Visas, 
and other such impediments. 


Before concluding, may I change 
my hat for just a moment and speak 
as a member of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the International Union of 
Official Travel Organizations. Having 
just returned from a meeting of this 
body at The Hague, I bring you their 
warm greetings and sincere congratu- 
lations for the progress you are mak- 
ing in this area. It is the hope of the 
Union that the members of PATA 
may continue to associate themselves 
closely with the work of the Union, 
particularly in so far as action with 
governments is concerned. 


It is my personal view that all of 
us in travel gain by having a strong 
international union which can in fact 
speak with the combined voice of the 
many nations of the world. The goy- 
ernment members of PATA can serve 
as a nucleus of a travel commission 
for this area within the framework of 
IUVOTO to provide the real and fruit- 
ful links which are of such mutual 
advantage to both ‘the Union and 
PATA in pursuing their important 
objectives. 





World Trade... 

(Continued from Page 14) 
(5.7%)—logs valued at $33,294,428, 
lumber at $1,983,186, and a negligible 
amount of plywood and flooring. 

Exports in the same period consisted 
of plywood valued at $16,119,150, lum- 
ber valued at $15,008,389, logs at 
$286,828, and flooring at $93,925. Prin- 
cipal countries of destination included 
the United States, 38.5 percent; the 
United Kingdom, 23.8 percent; Ryukyu 
Islands, 7.1 percent; and Korea, 4.7 
percent. 





investment in 


VENEZUELA 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


. . « A handbook of basic back- 
ground information prepared by the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce .. . 


$1 


From U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices, or from the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S$. Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 





Summary of Foreign Control Regulations Applying 
To Imports From the United States 


The following tabulation of import 
and exchange permits required in 
foreign countries, prepared by the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce as an 
aid to exporters, has been revised as 
of January 1, 1955. 

These regulations apply primarily to 
goods of U. S. origin and to other 
goods payable in U. S. dollars. 

In many countries foreign goods 
may not be imported unless they are 





covered by import licenses, which 
must be obtained by the importer, In 
some cases the import license must 
be granted before the order for goods 
is placed. In various countries the 
importer also is required to obtain 
an exchange permit before payment 
for the import may be made. 

U.S. exporters therefore are advised 
to make certain before shipping that 
the importer has obtained the required 


permit. Exporters should insist on be- 
ing informed as to the identifying 
number or symbol of the document. 

More detailed information on licens- 
ing and exchange controls may be 
obtained from the Field Offices of the 
U. S. Department of Commerce. Pub- 
lications covering licensing and ex- 
change controls of individual coun- 
tries also are available from the Field 
Offices at a nominal charge. 





Country 





Is import license necessary? 


Is exchange permit required? 





Afghanistan 


Anglo-Egyptian Sudan 
Arabian Peninsula areas: 
Saudi Arabia 


Aden, Bahrein, Qatar, Trucial Oman 
Kuwait, Muscat, and Oman, Yemen 
Argentina 


Australia 


Austria 
Belgium-Luxembourg 


Belgian Congo 


Bolivia 


Beestl ...... . , shen a 
British colonies, not specified elsewhere '. 


Bulgaria 


Burma 
Cambodia 


Canada 
Ceylen 


Chile 


Colombia 


Czechoslovakia 


Denmark 


Ecuador 


Egypt 


El Salvador 
Ethiopia 


Finland 
France 


French oversea territories, not elsewhere 
specified, except Fr. Somaliland. 

French Somaliland 

Germany, Federal 
ern Berlin. 


Republic (including West- 
See footnote at end of table. 
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| 
| 
. | Yes 
| 
' 
! 
| 
} 
| 


No; but a declaration or customs permit 
must be obtained from border officials. 


POS |. nas covapevtssscnbeendeGebbuenbekae ceccotoccs 

No; except for International Wheat Agree- 
ment (IWA) shipments. 

WR -waernees ch edeacec te ps swede od 60eUdats es eevene 

No 


No, except for certain products subject to 
import quota. 


| Yes; for most commodities ..................-- 


Yes; either a regular import license or a 
declaration license. 

Yes; combination import license and ex- 
change authorization is required for all 
imports except shipments valued at $100 
or less, provided goods are not intended 





for resale. 
Yes; copy of permit or its number must 
be given to consul to obtain legaliza- 


tion of documents. 


Yes 


Tee e eee eee eee eee ee ee eee ee eee eee eee es 2 


Wee: cond wenincekes tarepes + ewes bbndwessareneee 
Yes; 
| Yes 


except for Government imports 


ieee eee eee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee ee eee 2 | 


| No; except for a few- commodities 
Yes; either a general license for commodities 
under open general license, or an indi- 
} vidual license for other commodities. 
| Yes; must be obtained prior to shipment 
of goods and copy must be sent to ex- 
| porter. 
| Import license takes the form of registry 
certificate issued without quota or other 
| ferm of restrictions. In addition, certain 
| food products and raw materials are 
subject to a prior import license from 


| the Ministries of Agriculture and Develop- 

;} ment. 

bo Beare rer no 
| 

| No; except for wheat and wheat flour, 


| Yice, tires and tubes, red and pink beans, 
| potatoes, condensed milk, and butter. 
| Yes 


| 
| Yes; with few exceptions 


No; 


except for wheat and wheat flour, 
| Yice, fertilizers, radio transmission ap- 
paratus. 


Yes; one copy must be presented in order 
to obtain consular legalization of pre- 
scribed documents. 


Yes; unlicensed imports are subject to 
confiscation. 

TOD hice caew dwn dus 0 CESK pews oe Chet baSE Ketan oath 

No; except on products subject to export 


license in country of origin. 


Yes; obtainable for “essentials” only 


BD 0s cob Fnec cbs aes 0c ewth sob beter bee beskerheeee 
Yes; also procurement authorization except 
for items on Dollar Import Free List. 





No; but permission to remit foreign exchange 
to exporters abroad must be obtained from 
the Government bank. 

Yes. 


No; except for IWA shipments. 


Yes. 


No. 

Yes; permit granted onty for “listed” prod- 
ucts. Application should be filed prior to 
confirmation of purchase order. 

No; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 


es. 
No seperate permit required. 
Yes. 


No; import license authorizes purchase of 
exchange but is not a guaranty that ex- 
change will be granted. 

No; exchange for imports is sold at auction. 

Yes; import license generally assures release 
of foreign exchange. 

Import license automatically assures foreign 
exchange. 

Yes. . 

Yes; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 

No. 

Yes. 


Yes; in form of notation on import license. 


No; registry certificate carries the right to 
foreign exchange. 


Yes; for imports with official exchange. No 
permit required for imports with free- 
market exchange. 

No. 


Import license automatically provides for al- 
location of necessary foreign exchange. 
Yes; for goods subject to license, copy of 
license with customs certification of im- 
portation takes place of exchange license. 
No; but all applications for foreign ae 
require Government approval, which 
granted automatically for bona fide com- 

mercial transactions. 
No; import lieense carries the right to for- 
eign exchange (Central Bank of Ecuador). 


Yes. 


No. 
Yes. 


No separate permit required; import license 
carries right to foreign exchange. 

No separate permit required; import license 
carries right to foreign exchange. 


Yes; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 
No 


Yes; import and payments license combined 
on one document, 
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Country 


Is import license necessary? 


Is exchange permit required? 





Germany, Soviet-Occupied Zone .........++++. 
PEEOR ccecced cvdbvesoscoess pweaueuses wevneueed 


Haiti 


Hashemite Jordan Kingdom .........ssssese-. 
Honduras .......+.++s ead ebaceteoosees Seatebh se 


Ph, SOD GE lSccccccecécccccccocceeve 


Mexico 
Morocco: 
Prench Zone ......... gikesteoceessovessecens 


PEED SEED ccedecccdssherccoedecccoccevececs 


Tangier (International Zone) 
Dts dit hie oi dbu due os kb bean senednne ee 
DTD GENS BGEOD cocccceccccccecccecees 
Dy Mn ecccccoeesetseoce ; 


Nicaragua 


TRC Pee eC eee eee eee eee See eee ee eee ee eee 


Norway 


PORISCAN oc cccccccccccccccccccccccscccsccccsccese 


Tee eee ee eee eee Ce eee eee ee eee eee eee eee ee) 


Tee ee Cee eee eee eee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee eee 


DEL ‘cance onees anda lineal Siactisbbesenaecse 
Portugal, including the Azores and Madeira... 
Portuguese Colomies .....ccsccesvccessecess ees 
|, PEPPPPTTTTTTTTITITT TITEL TTT TT iTe eee 


Spain, including the Canary Islands .......... 
Spanish Colonies 


| Yes 





Yes; the government monopolies for for- 
eign trade are the only importers. 
No; except for a few luxury items ........... e 


No; except for wheat and wheat flour, 
ons boxes, and certain safety vault 
oors. 

No; except for wheat quota imports and 
tobacco products. 

Yes 

ee ee ee nn . . ot edn ate stat Guach iows 

Yes; for dutiable, strategic, or short supply 


& 
A eS ee eee een 
Yes; except for items on “special condi- 
tional free list’ and a limited number 
of staples. 
Yes; either a general license for commodi- 
ties under open general license, or an 
— license for other commodities. 
Me. béssbneacsdnasee nveeceee Ghee 


Yes; but only to release goods from 
Customs; prospective imports must come 
within annual or supplemental quotas. 

Yes; goods exported before license is ob- 
tained are confiscated. 

ee ae OE OUOUNT ED sb sce si cedccetersecades 

ME  cunccdbsvcdes codbebeees en 60 cetlen 446000) 


Yes; from Italian Exchange Office except 
for lst A goods (mostly industrial raw 
materials which require only bank 


OPP eee eee ee eee ee eee eee ee eee eee ee eee eee eee 
Oe eee eee eee eee eee ee eee eee ee eee eee eee 


OPP eee eee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee eee eee eee ee ee 


TD” ‘ei ndhbnwkdoedacdsdaccusdbens task teinedsicuits 

No; except for arms, ammunition, used 
clothing, pharmaceuticals, and rice. 

Yes; only certain items may be imported 
directly from hard-currency sources. 
Licenses to import nonsterling area goods 
via Hong Kong are issued provided certain 
exchange regulations are observed. 


Yes; for an extensive list of articles 


Yes; with exception of goods imported 
“sans devise,” i.e., shipments financed 
by importer with his own funds held 
abroad. 

Yes 


eee eee eee ee eee ee eee eee ee eee eee eee ee eee ee 


TOP P PCCP eee ee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ee 


No; except for tomato paste, tanned cattle 
hides, wheat flour, baby chicks, hatch- 
ing eggs; a few items are, however, sub- 
ject to quota restrictions. 

No 


eee eee eee eee eee ee ee eee eee ee ee eee eee eee eee 


eee eee ee ee eee eee ee ee eee ee eee eee eee ee eee ee 


ED witnccnghicst49.00605.06s6ecescrébeamensacctes 

Yes; only certain items may be imported 
directly from hard-currency sources. 
Licenses to import nonsterling area goods 
via Hong Kong are issued provided cer- 
tain exchange regulations are observed. 


Yes; limited largely to essential raw ma- 
terials. 


(Continued on page 30) 





| No; import 





Yes. 


No; but applications for foreign exchange must 
be approved by the authorities who determing 
whether imports will be financed by 
curement authorizations of the Foreign 
erations Administration or by the 
resources of the Bank of Greece. 

No. 


No. 


Yes. 
No. 
No. 


Yes. 
Yes; except for “special conditional free ligt» 
imports. 


Yes; however, foreign exchange is automatically 
released upon presentation of validated im. 
port license to exchange bank. 

No separate permit required; combined im. 
port license-foreign exchange permit nec. 
essary. 

Yes. 


Yes; permits are obtained through licensed 
dealers. 

Yes. 

Yes; import license usually carries right to 
foreign exchange. 

No separate permit required. 


Some commodities as announced by Japanese 
Government from time to time, require 
allocation certificate; in other cases import 
license carries right to foreign exchange. 

Application for import license must be ac 
companied by certificate from Bank of 
Korea stating that applicant has sufficient 
foreign exchange cover on deposit. 

Yes; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 

No. 

No. 

Yes; for direct imports. For imports from 
hard-currency areas via Hong Kong, no 
permit is necessary, but payment must be 
made in a sterling-area currency and ship- 
ment effected on a bill of lading issued 
in Hong Kong. 

No. 


Yes; except for goods imported “sans devise.” 


Yes: import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 
No. 


| No separate permit required. 


Yes. 


| No; import license carries right to foreign 


exchange. 

permit authorizes purchase of 
exchange. 

No; foreign exchange is automatically made 
available in currency specified in import 
license 

Yes; however, foreign exchange is auto- 
matically released upon presentation of vall- 
dated import license to exchange bank. 

No. 


Yes. 
No. 
No permit as such: exchange allocated to 
importers semiannually for each of 5 classes 
of imports. Letters of credit opened against 
allocation considered as exchange licenses. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes; for direct imports. For imports from 
hard-currency areas via Hong Kong no permit 
is necessary, but payment must be made 
in a sterling area currency and shipment 
effected on a bill of lading issued in Hong 
Kong. 

Yes; special exchange rates are fixed fof 
many import products. 

Yes; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 

No; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 
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French Exporter-Aid 
Procedure Extended 


The French “10-percent equipment” 

edure, instituted in 1947 to aid 

in the rehabilitation of French export 

industries, has been extended for 1 

year, beginning January 1, in modified 

form under the new title “equipment 
and raw materials procedure.” 

This extension was effected under 
a notice issued on January 6 by the 
French Office des Changes and an 
announcement of the same date by the 
Ministry of Finance, Economic Affairs, 
and the Plan. 


New Regulations Set 


New regulations for the procedure, 
which, according to the Ministerial 
announcement, take account of 
changed economic conditions, partic- 
warly improvement of French indus- 
try and progress in trade liberaliza- 
tion, are as follows: 

eThe percentage of foreign ex- 
change proceeds from exports that 
may be retained by exporters is re- 
duced from 10 to 5 percent. 

eRetained exchange may be used 
only for the individual account of the 
exporter earning it. 

eRights to foreign exchange enter- 
ed into an individual’s account for 
1955 will be valid until December 31, 
1956, at which date they will expire. 

eAs an exceptional measure, ex- 
porters may under some conditions be 
authorized by the Office des Changes 
to permit their suppliers to benefit 
from rights entered into their ac- 
counts. 

eCalculation of rights to exchange 
is made after the receipt of moneys 
in payment for exports, including 
amounts to be registered in Accessory 
Expenses-Export Accounts (EFAC ac- 
counts), as follows: For payments 
made in foreign currencies, on the 
basis of the franc counter value of 
the currencies credited to the account 
of an intermediary by its foreign cor- 
respondent; and for payments made 
in francs, on the basis of the amounts 
by which foreign franc accounts were 
debited. 

Under the 10-percent equipment 
procedure (Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, May 31, 1947, p. 13), exporters of 
approved commodities were allowed to 
retain the right to 10 percent of their 
foreign exchange earnings to pay for 
imports of raw materials and equip- 
ment for their industries and for other 
business expenses. 

This right constituted an exception 
to the French exchange control regu- 
lation that all foreign currency pro- 


ceeds of export transactions be re- 
patriated. 


Exporters not wishing to avail them- 
selves of the 10-percent exchange right 
were permitted to retrocede them to 
the trade organizations of their indus- 
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Brazil Simplifies Importation of 
Capital Goods for Investment 


Brazilian regulations for import licensing of certain capital goods 
representing foreign investments in the country now have been sim- 


plified. 


The Foreign Trade Department (CACEX) may issue import licenses 
without exchange cover for foreign investments consisting of complete 


manufacturing equipment, or in ex- 
ceptional cases for units to expand 
or improve the manufacturing oper- 
ations of existing equipment. 

The prospective foreign investor 
must present proof, by the declaration 
of a reliable bank, that he possesses 
abroad the equipment to be imported 
or the funds to pay for it. The Direc- 
tor of CACEX must be convinced that 
foreign exchange will not be needed 
to pay for the imports. 

Before a license may be issued the 
foreign investor and the Brazilian 
company in which the investment is 
to be made, if one is involved, must 
agree that: 

eThe licensed equipment will be 
incorporated into the assets of the 
company or branch of the foreign in- 
vestor in Brazil without a counter- 
balancing increase in its liabilities. 

eThe company or branch in Brazil 
in which the investment is to be made 
will not make payment abroad corre- 
sponding to the value of the imported 
equipment. 

eThe equipment will remain among 
the assets of the company or branch 
for a period corresponding to its nor- 
mal period of utilization. 

Violators of this agreement will be 
liable to fines, prohibited from import- 
ing or exporting for a period of 6 
to 12 months, and obliged to pay the 
import premiums which would have 
been assessed had the equipment not 
been imported without exchange cover. 


For proposed imports of equipment 
for the production of goods classified 
in the fourth and fifth categories of 
the Brazilian exchange auction sys- 
tem and which are “notoriously super- 
fluous” to the economy of the country, 
CACEX must consult with the Council 
of the Superintendency of Money and 
Credit (SUMOC) before issuing the 
import license. Under the exchange 
auction system imports are classified 
into five categories according to de- 
gree of essentiality to the national 
economy of Brazil. Commodities con- 





tries. As a result, it was possible to 
build up mass accounts of 10-percent 
equipment funds for resale, sometimes 
at rates higher than the official parity. 


Such practices have been the sub- 
ject of considerable criticism, and re- 
strictions on the use of what is now 
known as the equipment and raw ma- 
terials procedure have long been con- 
sidered.—Emb., Paris. 





_ 
sidered most essential are listed in the 
first category and those considered 
less essential or luxuries are placed 
in the fourth and fifth categories. 


Brazilian Firms Also May Import 


CACEX also is authorized to license 
for Brazilian enterprises foreign-fi- 
nanced imports of complete manufac- 
turing equipment, provided the equip- 
ment is to be used for the production 
of commodities classified in the first 
three categories of imports. Instal- 
ments for repayment of the foreign 
financing must not exceed 20 percent 
annually. Foreign exchange for re- 
payment of the financing may be 
granted at the official rate of ex- 
change provided advance payment is 
made of a premium, currently 40 
cruzeiros per U.S. dollar or its equiv- 
alent in other currencies. The Ex- 
change Department also may permit 
all or part of the repayment to be 
made through the free - exchange 
market, instead of payment of the 
premium. 


These regulations, put into effect by 
SUMOC instruction No. 113 of Jan- 
uary 17, revoke previous regulations 
governing presentation of proposals 
for foreign investments in Brazil, the 
most recent of which was announced 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, Sep- 
tember 13, 1954, page 7.—Diario Ofi- © 
cial do Brasil, January 18, 1955. 





Total milk production of approxi- 
mately 1.3 billion pounds in 1953 put ° 
Uruguay in third place in the Western 
Hemisphere in production per person, 
just ahead of the 518 pounds per 
person registered in Argentina, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 
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Uruguay Opens Import Quotas 


Uruguay in December 1954 opened 
several import quotas totaling nearly 
$25 million, consisting of first, or es- 
sential, goods; second, or useful, items; 
and third, luxury and competitive, 
category goods. 

The first-category quota, amount- 
ing to $7.3 million, does not provide 
any exchange for imports from the 
United States. It is possible, however, 
according to trade sources, that a 
substantial part of the quota ex- 
change may be used for imports from 
the United States through “switch” 
operations. 

This quota provides for import of 
construction materials from several 
West European countries and Hun- 
gary; machinery and tractors from 
England, Italy, Eastern Germany, 
Czechoslovakia, Austria, and Hungary; 
and raw materials from several West 
European countries, Eastern Ger- 
many, Austria, and Hungary. 


Exchange for first-category imports 
will be sold to importers at the rate 
of 1.90 pesos per dollar. 


The second-category quota amounts 
to $9.3 million and provides for im- 
ports from most countries regularly 
trading with Uruguay, including the 
United States. 


Imports under this quota will con- 
sist of some textiles, whisky, pottery, 
jewelry, watches and clocks, some 
hardware, some foodstuffs, electrical 
supplies, machinery, building ma- 
terials, some raw materials, china, 
and porcelain. 


Exchange for most second-category 
imports will be sold to importers at 
the rate of 2.45 pesos per dollar, which 
is the regular rate for nonessentials, 
plus a surcharge of 0.35 peso per dol- 
lar, or at the compensated rate of 
2.80. Some of the more essential 
items will enter at the 2.45 rate and 
such luxury items as whisky, watches 





Refund Continued for Tax 
Paid on Austrian Exports 


The provisions of the 1953 Austrian 
Export Promotion Law which permit 
a refund of turnover taxes paid on ex- 
sorted goods have been extended un- 
til October 1955. 


The section of the original law re- 
lating to export credits already had 
been renewed separately in July 1954 
as a new law. 


An additional section of the 1953 law 
which permitted accelerated deprecia- 
tion treatment of investment goods, 
designed to increase productivity and 
improve the competitive position of 
Austrian goods in foreign markets, also 
has been drawn up into a separate 
law valid until December 1955.—Emb., 
Vienna. 
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‘lion each; Brazil, 


and clocks, and china will be subject 
to the compensated rate of 3.50 pesos 
per dollar. 


Luxury Quota Includes U. S. 


The third-category quota totals $7.5 
million and provides for the United 
States and most countries regularly 
trading with Uruguay. 

It includes automobiles, cigarettes, 
dry goods, some hardware, specified 
foodstuffs, some building materials, 
and certain raw materials. 

A rate of 2.80 pesos per dollar 
will apply to most third-category im- 
ports. The 3.50 rate, however, will 
apply to imports of olive oil, furs, 
cigarettes, and automobiles. 


Distribution of exchange under the 
second- and third-category quotas is 
as follows: The United Kingdom, $4 
million; the United States and Can- 
ada jointly, $3.5 million; Italy, $1.68 
million; Western Germany, France, 
the Netherlands, and Sweden, $1 mil- 
$860,000; Japan, 
$500,000; Eastern Germany, $444,000; 
Austria, Czechoslovakia, and Hungary, 
$300,000 each; Denmark, Poland, and 
Finland, $200,000 each; and Iceland 
and Norway, $70,000 each. This distri- 
bution includes a special quota of 
$800,000 for imports of taxicabs. 


Two special quotas also were opened 
for imports from Brazil. One amounts 
to $102,000 for import of bananas and 
the second provides for imports of 
veterinary vaccines to a total of $40,- 
000.—Emb., Montevideo. 





Laos To Clear All 
Imports, Exports 


Imports into and exports from 
Laos cannot be handled by com- 
mercia] houses in Vietnam or 
Cambodia, effective February 28, 
even though the goods may move 
in transit across those countries, 
according to the Laotian press. 

Licenses for imports and ex- 
ports issued by the Laotian Gov- 
ernment must show that customs 
clearance is to be carried out in 
Laos. 

All merchandise coming from 
or going to Vietnam and Cam- 
bodia will be subject to Laotian 
import and export licensing laws 
on the same basis as that of 
other countries. 

These regulations were enacted 
to replace some of those in effect 
when Laos was joined with Cam- 
bodia and Vietnam in an eco- 
nomic and customs union that is 
now being dissolved. Additional 
regulations for Laotian trade are 
expected. 











Brazil Establishes 
New Export Bonuses 


All Brazilian export bonuses 


are to be paid on a fixed basis under g | 


system made effective by Superin. 
tendency of Money and Credit In. 
struction No. 112 of January 17, 

The new system continues up- 
changed the basic exchange rate paig 
to exporters of coffee, but for other 
exports, instead of the former flexible 
bonus, a schedule of fixed bonuses jg 
established. 

Exports other than coffee were di- 
vided into three categories for the 
purpose of establishing bonuses that 
would provide export incentives for 
Brazilian products which at previous 
returns were not moving in world 
markets. 

These categories and the cruzeiro 
bonuses to be paid exporters, in addi- 
tion to the official rate of 18.36 cru- 
zeiros to the dollar or its equivalent, 
for foreign exchange derived from 
shipments of the various goods are 
specified as follows: 

eFirst category: Coffee, 13.14 cru- 
zeiros per dollar or dollar equivalent 
for convertible currencies or pounds 
sterling, and 11.80 cruzeiros per dollar 
equivalent for other currencies. These 
coffee bonuses were changed on Feb- 
ruary 5 to those specified for the sec- 
ond category.) 

eSecond category: Cotton, sawed 
pine, cacao beans, carnauba wax, Bra- 
zilnuts, leaf tobacco, bananas, iron 
ore, manganese, tantalite, columbite, 
monazite, and quartz crystal, 18.70 and 
17.19 cruzeiros for the two groups of 
currencies, respectively. 

eThird category: Piassava fiber, 
sisal, castor beans, cacao cake and 
paste, soybeans, hides and _ skins, 
scheelite, magnesite, mica, and 2ir- 
conium, 24.70 and 22.95 cruzeiros, re- 
spectively. 

eFourth category: All other prod- 
ucts, 31.70 and 29.67 cruzeiros, respec- 
tively —Diario Oficial, January 18, 
1955. 

The former system of export bonuses 
was announced in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, 1954, August 23, page 13; Sep- 


tember 20, page 11; October 11, page © 


11; and December 6, page 12. 





Denmark, Israel Extend Pact 


The trade and payments agreements 
of November 14, 1952, between Den- 
mark and Israel have been prolonged 
for 1 year, beginning November 14, 
1954. 

An increase from 2 million crowns 
to 4 million crowns in the swing credit 
provided by the payments agreement 
is the only change made. 

The trade agreement doe not con- 
tain specific quotas.——-Emb., Copen- 
hagen. 
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Ireland Opens Quotas 


For Tires, Tubes 


The Irish Government has es- 
tablished the following tires and 
tube global quotas for imports in 
the 6 month-period February 
1-July 31: 

Automobile tires, 35,000; bi- 
cycle or tricycle tires, 50,000; 
inner tubes for automobile tires, 
15,000; inner tubes for bicycle or 
tricycle tires, 22,000. 

Global quotas established for 
rubber shoes in the period Feb- 
ruary 1, 1955-January 31, 1956, 
are as follows: 

Rubber boots and shoes other 
than heeled, 50,000 pairs; and 
canvas or rubber shoes with rub- 
ber soles and heels, 5,000 pairs. 











Standard Set for Belgian 
Congo Textile Imports 


Minimum standards of quality for 
cotton textiles imported into the Bel- 
gian Congo have been established by 
an administrative ruling of the De- 
partment of Economic Affairs of that 
country. 

The minimum quality standard is 
specified as 60x48 threads a square 
inch and 90 grams a square meter 
washed weight. 

Importers applying for licenses to 
import textiles are required to submit 
with their applications a sample of the 
cloth measuring at least 20 by 20 centi- 
meters (8 x 8 inches). 


Applications for licenses to import 
cotton textiles below this minimum 
standard, irrespective of country or 
origin, will be refused by the Govern- 
ment licensing officer. — Cons. Gen., 
Leopoldville. 





Number of Items Licensed 
Freely by India for Export 


A number of commodities have been 
announced as being freely licensed for 
export from India until June 30. 

Among these are kyanite ore, linseed 
oil, flax waste, cottonseed husk, some 
fertilizers of animal origin, and tin- 
plate containers. 


Thirty thousand additional long tons 
of cane jaggery or unrefined brown 
Sugar have been released for export, 


making a total of 35,000 long tons now 
available. 





U. S. exports to Canada during Jan- 
Uary-June 1954 totaled $1.5 billion— 
down from the peak of $1.7 billion 
reached for the like period in 1953, ac- 
cording to Trade of the United States 
With Canada, WTIS, Part 3, No. 54-15, 
issued by the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U.S. Department of Commerce. 





February 14, 1955 


<¢ a aie: 5 sae Ea Tir fey ig oe gee 
i #5, 0 bors te 


CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


Rhodesia, Nyasaland Ease Import Controls, 
Establish Quotas for Restricted Items 


The trend begun last year in the 
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland 
toward relaxation of import controls 
is being continued in the first half of 
1955. 

A number of significant commodi- 
ties, including steel, agricultural 
machinery, and photographic equip- 
ment, have been added to the Feder- 
ation’s list of unrestricted imports and 
now may be entered from any country 
without exchange quota restrictions. 

Specific dollar quotas for controlled 
commodities are fixed for the period 
January through June at a total of 
£2,142,500. In addition, £2,498,500 is 
set aside to meet possible dollar ex- 
penditure for goods now on the un- 
restricted list, so that a grand total of 
£4,641,000 in dollar expenditures is 
programed. 

This total amount, although less 
than the total of £15,640,000 -pro- 
gramed for the last 6 months of 1954, 
is about £1 million greater than the 
amount taken up by importers in that 
period. Government spokesmen have 
attributed the failure of importers to 
take up the entire dollar currency al- 
located in the last half of 1954 to “the 
inability of American manufacturers, 
particularly of agricultural machinery, 
to compete on a price basis with 
sterling manufacturers.” It is also 
probably true that the shortages of 
mining, agricultural, and industrial 
machinery in the Federation following 
the war have eased off considerably. 

Total nondollar, nonsterling expend- 
itures expected in the first half of 1955 
amount to £5,769,350, of which £2,031,- 
350 are specially set aside as exchange 
for items under quotas, the remainder 
to be used to meet possible demands 
for “unrestricted list” goods. 


Unrestricted Items Listed 


New items added to the unrestricted 
list are as follows: 


Industrial materials for clothing manufac- 
turers—braids, buckles, buttons, zippers, etc. 

Agricultural machinery and spares; mining 
and industrial equipment—normal stock-in- 
trade of commercial firms; spare parts for 
bicycles. 

Steel—angles, channels, H’s and T’s, plates 
or sheets, including galvanized or corrugated, 
bars and rods, pipes and fittings, bolts, nuts, 
rivets, nails, rails and accessories, wire, fenc- 
ing, netting, stainless steel plate sheet, etc. 

Pressure lamps and stoves; cork manufac- 
tures; drawing inks; watches and clocks not 
exceeding £15 each ($42); photographic ap- 
paratus and materials. 


These goods are still subject to li- 
cense but may be imported from the 


United States without currency-quota 
restrictions. 


Dollar allocations for items subject 


to exchange quotas for the first half 
of 1955 are as follows: 


WTR Suc wet.bads on SCkS aoe ben eases £2,142,500 
Foodstuffs (wheat) .............ee05. 50,000 
2 ee ke ery ree —- 
TOGO. CONE) | od 6 W665 cee n ec cdbarnr 3,000 


Textiles 


Metals, machinery, etc. .............. - $15,500 
Commercial vehicles .............. ,000 
Electrical spares ...........eeeeee 20,500 

Minerals, earthenware, and glassware 16,000 
Asphalt and bitumen ............. 15,000 

RGR: o-viesichabamate cede ccuia's'eemae 1,000 

GOR, WORE 0. pautvde tenes cctdateenas — 

Drugs and chemicals ................ —— 

Rubber and manufactures (tires and 

tubes, special sizes) ............. 11,000 
Timber (plywood and blockboard)... 7,500 
Books and pa (office equipment 

and wrapping paper) ........... 53,000 
Watches, jewelery, and sport goods 

(metal watch straps and fishing 

GRONED. as 0 ce cxcevaieie haan able aoe 9,500 
TRIGCGOS | ons ics ea tesco cho cesaeens 46,500 
Government Departments, statutory 

bodies, and railways ............ ,330,500 

Mining companies, Northern Rho- 

ces RE Ce ee BE MS: BE 850,000 

RRONSEUS ©... 00s bweedn habe ena seaaiie 100,000 


—Cons. Gen., Salisbury. 

A copy of the Federation’s complete 
unrestricted list of imports may be 
obtained from the Near East and 
African Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U.S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Details of exchange quotas for the 
last half of 1954 and previous modifi- 
cations of the unrestricted list were 
given in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
July 19, 1954, page 11. 





Jamaica Places Items 


Under Open License 


Various products have been added 
to the list of items which may be im- 
ported into Jamaica from any cquntry 
under open general license, by notice 
No. 1452, dated January 20, as follows: 

Books and periodicals, lumber, and 
wood products—shingles, laths, box 
shooks, staves, headings and barrel 
shooks, softwood and hardwood ply- 
wood, moldings and trimmings of 
wood. 

In addition to these items, the open 
general license schedule includes: 

Newsprint; kraft paper; dried, 
smoked, pickled, and salted fish; 
onions; cheese; powdered milk; 
canned fish; split peas; and meats. 

The following conditional provisions 
for import under open general license 
remain the same: 

e That the goods to be imported 
under authority of the license must 
have been produced wholly in the 
countries from which exported. 

eThat the importer will be required 
to produce a certificate of origin fcr 
such imports. 

e That prior approval of the Ex- 
change Control Authority must be ob- 
tained for payment for goods im- 
ported under the general license to a 
country other than the country of 
origin of the goods. 

e That nothing in the license shall 
be construed as authorizing import of 
goods entry of which is prohibited or 
restricted under any Jamaican legisla- 
tive enactment in force. 
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Turkey Agrees To Pay U.K. Debts 


Settlement of Turkish commercial 
debts, estimated at between £10 mil- 
lion and £12 million, owed United 
Kingdom traders for goods other than 
petroleum exported to Turkey is called 
for in a new Anglo-Turkish payments 
agreement negotiated in London. 

The Turkish Government under- 
takes to set aside for liquidation of 
commercial debts 20 percent of ster- 
ling earnings derived from export to 
the United Kingdom of certain Turk- 
ish products and 50 percent of ster- 
ling earnings derived from some 
other “supplementary” exports. 

Principal products falling in the 
first category are raisins, up to 8,000 
tons a year; hazelnuts up to 4,000 tons 
a year; and dried figs. 

Products falling in the second cate- 
gory include wheat, cotton, copper, 
and chrome. 

Turkish authorities also agree to 
earmark for liquidation of the arrears 
50 percent of sterling earnings derived 
from exports of raisins in excess of 
8,000 tons a calendar year and of 
hazelnuts in excess of 4,000 tons. 


Minimum payments are provided 
for in event sterling transfers under 
these provisions fall below certain 
levels. Turkish authorities accord- 
ingly undertake to set aside, as a 
minimum amount, £1.5 million for 
each of the years 1955 and 1956 and 
£2.5 million for each of the succeeding 
3 years. 


Turkey To Encourage Exports 


The Turkish Government further 
agrees to take all possible steps to 
encourage the flow of Turkish exports 
to the United Kinedom at world prices. 
All Turkish products imported into 
the United Kingdom already have 
been restored to private trading and 
almost all have been freed from im- 
port restrictions. The United King- 
dom undertakes to facilitate the ex- 
pansion, through private commercial 
channels, of imports of Turkish 
products. 


Turkish payments to United King- 
dom creditors will be made in chrono- 
logical order of dates of registration in 
Turkish Centra] Bank records of ap- 
plications made by Turkish importers 
for authorization for sterling transfer, 
A separate exchange of letters provides 
that the Turkish Central Bank, on 
instruction from Turkish authorities, 
may pay such creditors out of turn 
if British creditors have been respon- 
sible for the promotion of substantial 
supplementary exports of Turkish 
products. 

The agreement is to remain in force 
until all outstanding transfers have 
been made. The two Governments are 
to consult if it appears at any time 
that the agreement is not working in 
such a way as to result in settlement 
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of the outstanding transfers within 
5 years at most from date of signature. 

United Kingdom imports from Tur- 
key totaled £7.2 million in 1954, com- 
pared with £7.7 million in 1953 and 
£7.6 million in 1952. British exports 
of domestic products to Turkey at 
£11.9 million in 1954 were well below 
those of 1953 and 1952, when ship- 
ments amounted to £18.8 million and 
£35.5 million, respectively. 





French Plant Imports 
Must Meet Inspection 


A number of plants and vegetables 
are to be subjected to sanitary con- 
trol and inspection upon import into 
France, even though they are accom- 
panied by a phytosanitary certificate 
or certificate of health issued by com- 
petent authorities in the country of 
origin or by certificates of origin. 

They are listed as follows: 

Live plants and products of floriculture; 
fresh vegetables and kitchen herbs; pulse; 


fresh, dried, or evaported edible fruits; un- 
roasted coffee; red pepper and paprika. 


Cottonseed; seeds and fruits for sowing, ex- 
cept seeds of gramineal plants; raw or split 
osier; cacao in beans and broken beans, not 
roasted; cacao shells, husks, shoots, and 
skins. 


Garden mold; loam and silt for cultivation 
of the soil; natural fertilizers of vegetable 
origin, and packings serving or having served 
for their transportation. 

French sanitary inspection services 
are given wide powers in the treat- 
ment of these commodities when in- 
spection discloses the presence of 
parasites. They also are authorized to 
inspect products other than those 
listed and to take measures considered 
necessary for the protection of French 
plant and vegetable life. 

An inspection fee of 0.575 percent 
ad valorem, with a minimum levy of 
50 francs per declaration, is imposed 
on all imports of the regulated com- 
modities for consumption. This fee 
is collected by the Customs authorities 
and is based on the duty-paid value of 
the imported commodities and their 
packings, increased by any internal 
consumption taxes and sales and simi- 
lar taxes levied by the Customs. 

These revised French regulations for 
imported plants and vegetables, put 
into effect by an order of November 
4, 1954, published in the Moniteur 
Officiel du Commerce et de |’Industrie 
of .November 15, supersede previous 
regulations issued under an order of 
March 5, 1952. 





U. S. imports from Canada fell to 
$1.1 billion in the first 6 months of 
1954, the lowest since the first part of 
1951, according to Trade of the United 
States With Canada, WTIS, Part 3, No. 
54-15, issued by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. 8. Department of Com- 
merce. 


Lebanon Revises List — 


Of Licensable Goods 


The list of goods for which Lebanese 


import licenses must be obtained be. | 
fore shipment to Lebanon has been re. 


vised. 


The complete new list as published | 


in Official Gazette No. 1 of January 
1955, with the Lebanese tariff numbers 
for items listed, is as follows: 

ra oalnes EE Sat Sie" AAT ane 


No. 105f, Tehini (sesame paste); 125, halawa: 
140, preserved fruits; 143-144, fruit juice, liquid 
or concentrated; 153-b, wine, ordinary; 158, 
alcohol; 161, vinegar; 178, salt. : 


No. 269a, Methanol. 


No, 319a, Cologne; 321, powder pre 
for washing; 340, matches; 353, patent setae 
360, leather bags and trunks; 377a, rubber soles 
and heels; 398, wooden doors and windows. 


No. 401-2, Wood furniture; 417, cardboard 
» A en man 419-420e, cigarette paper; 
, 8 yarn Nos. 15/13 and 22/10; 
piece goods. é “= 


No. 602-606, Leather and rubber s . 
their supplies. hoes, and 


No. 739b, 739bis, Metal furniture ows, 
and doors. a 


No. 819, Fancy jewels. 
No. 976, Toys. 
qitsthiitlent at ne. “a goa nin 
as those already established in the country. 
This list, a revision of the one re- 
leased earlier and published in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly on February 2, 
1953, pages 8, 11, in turn may be sub- 
ject to further revision. In compliance 
with the request of the Beirut Mer- 
chant’s Association, the Lebanese press 
reports, the Ministry of National Econ- 
omy may remove a number of com- 
modities from this list. Customs duties 
on the commodities will be readjusted, 
however, with the view of protecting 
domestic industry against foreign com- 
petition —Emb., Beirut. 








Egypt’s imports of dairy products 
for January-August 1954 declined 
about 50 percent from the like period 
of 1953, the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice reports. 





India Raises Tea Duty, 


Export Quota 


The Indian duty on tea exports 
has been increased, effective 
January 7, from 7 annas to 10 
annas a pounds (1 anna=US- 
$0.013125). 


On the same date an additional 
allotment of 11 million pounds 
of tea was released for export, 
bringing the total amount re- 
leased since April 1, 1954, to 
468.9 million pounds. 

A duty of 7 annas a pound 
had been in effect since October 
3, 1954, on which date it was 
increased from 4 annas. 
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Mexican Schedules 
Changed on Skins 


The Mexican import tariff classifica- 
tion for untanned skins of certain 
animals has been changed and a new 
classification established for untanned 
skins of birds, reptiles, and fish, by a 
decree published in the Diario Oficial 
of January 4, 1955, and effective Jan- 
uary 12. 

Export classifications for tanned 
skins of crocodile and lizard, and of 
reptiles and fish not specified also 
have been changed and export duties 
thereon increased, by a decree pub- 
lished in the Diario Oficial of Jan- 
vary 4, 1955, and effective January 
Peeport classification No. 1.12.10, 
which formerly included untanned 
skins of beaver, rabbit, muskrat, and 
other animals has been revised to 
read: 


Untanned skins of beaver, rabbit, fox, 
muskrat, and other mammiferous animals not 
specified (the species and number of skins 
must be declared): Specific duty, 10 pesos a 
gross kilogram; ad valorem duty, 30 percent 
(no change in duties) 


The new import classification, is as 
follows: 


No, 1.12.111, Untanned skins of birds, rep- 
tiles, saurians, fish, and other nonmammif- 


erous animals, (the species and number of 
skins must be declared): Specific duty, 1 peso 
a gross kilogram; ad valorem duty, 3 percent. 


That skins shipped by sea before 
publication of these changes may en- 
ter under the old rates of import duty, 
if they are more favorable, a period 
of 30 days is provided for the sub- 
mission of proof of such shipment to 
the Direction of Financial Studies, 
Ministry of Finance and Public Credit, 
Mexico, D. F., Mexico. 

The new export classification is as 
follows: 

No. 71-11, Tanned skins of crocodile and 
lizard (the number of skins must be speci- 
fied): Specific duty, exempt; ad valorem duty, 
30 percent. 

These items formerly were classified 
under No. 71-15, tanned skins of ser- 
pents, lizards, other reptiles and fish 
not specified, and were exempt from 
specific duty but subject to an ad 
valorem duty of 5 percent. 

Classification No. 71-15 has been re- 
vised to read: 

Tanned skins of reptiles and fish not speci- 
fied (the species and number of skins must 


be specified): Specific duty, exempt; ad valo- 
rem duty, 30 percent. 


ANGOLA 


Exempts Wheat, Flour From Duty 

Wheat and wheat flour imported 
into Angola in 1955 will be exempt 
from payment of customs duties and 
surcharges, as well as from a variety 
of internal taxes assessed on move- 
ment of goods in general within the 
Province. 


The import duty normally appli- 
February 14, 1955 











Currency Permitted in 


Parcels to Germany 


Notes and coins of the Federal 
Republic of Germany now may 
be imported into that country 
without restriction either by post 
or in tourist traffic. 


Foreign currency also may be 
included in gift parcels sent to 
Germany—a practice not per- 
mitted before—but the recipient 
still is required to offer the cur- 
rency to the German Foreign 
Trade Bank for conversion into 
German marks. 











cable to wheat is 0.40 escudo a kilo- 
gram; that on wheat flour 1.30 escudos 
a kilogram plus a surtax of 0.05 escudo 
a kilogram (1 escudo of 100 centimos 
= US$0.0347). 


Angolan imports of flour for con- 
sumption normally are arranged by 
contract with a foreign supplier and 
are selected through competitive bid- 
ding. Usually a large part of con- 
sumption requirements are obtained 
from the United States. 


The duties were dropped under Gov- 
ernment order No. 8:767 published in 
the Boletin Oficiel of December 15, 
1954.—Cons., Luanda. 


CEYLON 


Raises Tea Export Duty 


The duty on tea exported from Cey- 
lon has been increased from 1 rupee 
to 1.30 rupees a pound, effective Jan- 
uary 21 (1 rupee=US$0.21). 

This increase is not applicable how- 
ever, to the tea exports covered by 
valid contracts entered into with 
foreign buyers before midnight of 
January 20 and _ shipped before 
March 5. 

This new increase in the export 
duty on Ceylon tea is the fourth in 
recent months. Previous rates of duty, 
in hundreths of a rupee a pound, 
are as follows: 45, effective October 
30, 1953; 60, May 14, 1954; 75, Sep- 
tember 24, 1954; and 100, effective 
November 19, 1954. 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


Exempts Antibiotics From Duty 


Article No. 381 of the Dominican 
customs tariff has been changed to 
read as follows: “Penicillin, streptomy- 
cin, dihydrostreptomycin, eritromycin, 
chloraphenicol, terramycin, acromy- 
cin, aureomycin, sodium pterly triglu- 
tamate, paraminosalicylic acid, and 
their derivatives having the same 
therapeutic properties, and combina- 
tions of these products with each 
other, whatever the commercial name 








CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


under which they are sold: Free.” 

Formerly article 381 included only 
penicillin and streptomycin. 

The change was effected by law No. 
4031, put into effect on January 15, 
which also repealed four other laws: 
No. 1171, which originally exempted 
penicillin and streptomycin from 
duties and taxes; No. 1785, which ac- 
corded the same exemption to anti- 
cancer drugs; No. 1986, which ex- 
empted antituberculosis medicaments; 
and No. 2121, which exempted anti- 
typhoid medicaments. 


FRANCE . 


Repeals Import, Export Taxes 

The statistical and customs control 
tax of 0.75 percent ad valorem levied 
in France on imports of foreign origin 
and exports to foreign destinations, 
and the single 2-percent tax on sales 
and imports of fertilizers have been 
repealed, by a decree of December 31, 
1954, published in the Journal Officiel 
of January 1, 1955. 

The statistical and customs control 
tax, established on August 6, 1952, was 
temporarily suspended on October 1, 
1954 (Foreign Commerce Weekly, Sept. 
29, 1952, p. 9, and Oct. 18, 1954, p. 11). 

The 2-percent tax on fertilizers be- 
came effective July 1, 1954 (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Sept. 6, 1954, p. 7). 


INDIA 


Lowers Pepper Export Duty 

The Indian export duty on black 
pepper has been reduced, effective 
January 8, to 15 percent ad valorem. 

The former export duty on pepper, 
in effect since May 12, 1954, was 
65 rupees ahundredweight (112 
pounds) or 30 percent ad valorem, 
whichever was lower (1 rupee= US 
$0.21). 


IRELAND 


Raises Duty on Woven Labels 


Ireland on December 24, 1954, in- 
creased the full rate of customs duty 
on imports of woven labels from 33% 
percent to 60 percent ad valorem and 
the preferential duty on imports from 
the United Kingdom and Canada from 
3314 percent to 40 percent ad valorem. 

Printed labels remain dutiable at 
3314 percent ad valorem upon importa- 
tion from any country, and labels 
which form part of another artiole re- 
main exempt from duty. 


LEBANON 


Revises Import Duties 


Lebanese customs classification of 
and duties on sheet iron and steel 
were revised on January 12, and the 


(Continued on Page 28) 
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Oversea Railroad Officials To 
Visit U.S. To Study Methods 


Nearly 100 transportation officials from 8 countries will visit the 
United States in 1955 under a continuing Government program of giv- 
ing foreign railroadmen opportunity to study the facilities and operating 
methods on American railroads, the Foreign Operations Administration 


has announced. 

This latest group will bring to 250 
the number of such officials from 17 
countries who have participated in 
this FOA technical-assistance pro- 
gram. 

The new group includes 10 mem- 
bers of a 50-man Turkish railroad 
mission, to be followed by another 
team from Turkey. 

Tentatively scheduled to come to the 
United States early this year is a 
team of 6 officers of the Spanish Na- 
tional Railway. They will be followed 
later by 18 railroad technicians from 
Spain. Other countries which will 
send railroad men this year include 
Brazil, Colombia, Mexico, Israel, India, 
Thailand, and Indonesia. 

The first mission to take advantage 
of the railroad technical-assistance 
program set up originally by the Eco- 
nomic Cooperation Administration— 
predecessor of FOA—included 71 rail- 
road representatives from Belgium, 
Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, 
Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, Portu- 
gal, Sweden, Turkey, and the United 
Kingdom. 

Other countries that have sent mis- 
sions here include Austria, Yugoslavia, 
Taiwan (Formosa), Thailand, and 
Indonesia. 

In addition to cooperating in the 
FOA technical-assistance program at 
home, American railroads have sent 
approximately 40 of their top officers 
abroad at one time or another to pro- 
vide foreign countries with direct aid 
in rehabilitating their railroads. 

One such mission has been in Tur- 
key since 1950 dealing primarily with 
improvements in management meth- 
ods. Another mission made a 4-month 
survey in East Africa to determine the 
best rail route between Northern Rho- 
desia and Nairobi, Kenya, from the 
standpoint of engineering and econ- 
omy. Other missions have gone to 
Norway and Germany. 

In addition to the programs with 
FOA, American railroads have also 
helped train hundreds of other foreign 
and ‘military personnel under pro- 
grams set up by the former State 
Department technical cooperation pro- 
gram, now conducted by FOA; and 
under programs of the Commerce De- 
partment’s Office of International 
Trade, now the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce; as well as those of the La- 
bor Department and the Defense 
Department’s Army Transportation 
Corps. 


26 





International Travel 
Assistant Appointed 


H. H. Kelly has been appointed 
Assistant for International Travel, 
Loring K. Macy, Director of the Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, has announced. 

In announcing the appointment, 
Mr. Macy stated: “Mr. Kelly, who will 
be an assistant to the Director of the 
Office of Intelligence and Services, 
will assist the Department in carrying 
out the President’s directive to stimu- 
late international travel as a means 
of fostering international trade. He 
will work in collaboration with Somer- 
set R. Waters of New York, recently 
named as Special Consultant on, In- 
ternational Travel to the Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce for Interna- 
tional Affairs, and in close cooperation 
with other Government agencies and 
the travel industry.” 


A career civil servant with long ex- 
perience in the transportation field, 
Mr. Kelly returns to Commerce from 
the Department of State’s Office of 
Transport and Communications Policy 
where, since 1947, he has represented 
that Department on interagency com- 
mittees and served as a member of 
U. S. delegations to international con- 
ferences on travel and transport. 

Mr. Kelly began his Government 
career with the Commerce Depart- 
ment’s former Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce in 1923, when he 
was appointed as a special agent in 
the Automotive Division. He later 
served as Automotive Trade Commis- 
sioner in Europe with headquarters in 
the American Embassy at Paris. His 
subsequent Government experience 
included assignments in the Bureau of 
Public Roads, Interstate Commerce 
Commission, and Office of Defense 
Transportation. He was also Ameri- 
can representative for the European 
Central Inland Transport Organiza- 
tion in the early postwar period. 

A traveler himself, Mr. Kelly has 
visited many parts of the world, in- 
cluding countries.in the Western Hem- 
isphere, Europe, Asia, and Africa. 


Mr. Kelly is a native of Bloomfield, 
Ohio, and attended the University of 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 








TRANSPORT NOTES) 


“Pluna,” a Uruguayan airline, 
regular passenger flights on Jan 
11 between Montevideo and Sao Pa 
Brazil, according to the Brazilian 
press. Stops are made at Porto Alegre 
and Punta del Este. 





The opening of a new 1,200-line ay. 
tomatic telephone exchange at Rawal- 
pindi is announced by the Government 
of Pakistan, Department of Posts ang 
Telegraphs. A newly constructed build- 
ing houses the exchange. 

The installation replaces the city’s 
old 600-line exchange. 





The Cyprus Inland Telecommunica- 
tions Authority signed agreements 
with Cable and Wireless, Ltd., on De- 
cember 21, 1954, whereby the former 
acquired the inland telephone and 
telegraph facilities of Cable and Wire- 
less, Ltd. 

Cable and Wireless, Ltd., has agreed 
to act as the Authority’s agent for 
operation and maintenance of the sys- 
tem until June 30, 1955, when the Au- 
thority is expected to be able to han- 
dle its newly acquired duties. 


FOA Insures Bank Loan 
For Istanbul Hotel . 


The Foreign Operations Administra- 
tion has insured the convertibility 
a $l-million loan made by the 
of America, New York, for furnishing 
and equipping the new Istanbul-Hil- 
ton Hotel in Istanbul, Turkey, accord- 





ing to an FOA announcement of Jan- © 


uary 28. 


The insuranc e—provided under 
FOA’s investment guaranty program 
—totals $1,049,600, representing prin- 
cipal and interest. The loan is to the 
Pension Fund of the Turkish Govern- 
ment. 


The Turkish Government has en- 
listed American technical and man- 
agement skills to erect, equip, and 
operate a modern hotel in Istanbul to 
accommodate, among others, the 
many foreign visitors coming #0 
Istanbul in connection with economic 
development projects. 


The 300-room structure, Istanbul's 
first completely modern hotel, is near- 
ing completion, FOA said. ‘The hotel 
will be operated by Hilton Hotels In- 
ternational, under an agreement with 
the Pension Fund, which will share in 
the net profits. Aside from benefits 
accruing to the Pension Fund, it is ex- 
pected that operation of the hotel will 
result in important foreign exchange 
earnings for Turkey. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Motor Show Scheduled 


For Geneva in March 


Twenty-fifth International 
Motor Show will be held in Geneva, 
Switzerland, March 10-20. 

A special display of old cars from 
1883 to 1934 will be organized for the 
exhibition. 

An alltime record number of ex- 
hibitors is expected from the United 
States, Great Britain, France, Western 
and ‘Eastern Germany, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Belgium, Austria, Swed- 
en, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and 
Switzerland. 

In addition to the International 
Motor Show the following exhibitions 
will be held in Switzerland this year: 


Zurich..... International Con- 
struction Ma- 
chinery Show .. March 25-April 3. 


Basel.......Swiss Industry 

PME } cece sdanere April 16-26. 
Zurich .. Export week of the 

Swiss clothing 

og ae fay 
Zurich..... Swiss Radio and 

Television Ex- 

Dn ceceses Late August. 
Berne...... “BEA” Berne Ex- 

hibit .. Late August. 


Lausanne..Swiss National 
Pt. treb seme nat September 10-25 
St. Gallen..OLMA-Swiss Agri- 
cultural and 


Dairy Pair ..... October 13-23 
Zurich..... Export week of the 

Swiss clothing 

industry.........November 
Zurich..... Zurich Autumn 

BGT «vccacesos September- 

October 
Detailed information may be ob- 


tained from the Legation of Switzer- 
land, Commercial Department, 3215 
Cathedral Avenue NW., Washington 8, 
LS aaa els 

TV Exhibit Held in Munich 

The television exhibition held at 
the Munich Exhibition Grounds, 
Munich, Germany, November 14-21, 
1954, occupied 4,500 square meters and 
was attended by 46,000 visitors. 

Seventeen of the 36 exhibitors were 
manufacturers of television sets; the 
remainder included producers of an- 
tennas, tubes, antenna boosters, tele- 
vision cameras, chairs for television 
viewers, and other related items. 

Most of the programs demonstrating 
the sets were filmed, but live programs 
were transmitted from time to time 
during the day. 

More than 100 models ranging from 
table sets to combination television- 
radio-phonograph-tape-recorder con- 
soles were exhibited. Picture tubes on 
display were in 3 sizes—14”, 17”, and 
21”—with prices varying from 695 
German marks to 4,575 German marks 
(1 German mark=—US$0.238). 

Although no business could be 
transacted at the exhibition, many 
exhibitors felt that sales would be 
Stimulated later. Since 1951, manu- 
facturers in the Federal Republic have 


15,000 have been exported. 
February 14, 1955 





produced 197,000 TV sets, of which 


“Main Street—U.S.A.” To Be on Display 
At Paris Trade Fair Under New Program 


Hundreds of products of American 
industry, showing the fuller, better 
life that is possible for the average 
American, will be displayed at the in- 
dustry-Government exhibit entitled 
“Main Street—US.A.” at the Paris 
International Trade Fair, May 14-30, 
Roy F. Williams, Director of Interna- 
tional Trade Fairs, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, announced February 7. 

The central exhibit will consist of 
four sections: A home, a school, a 
farm, and a factory. 


Fair-goers will see a large-scale 
model of a typical house in a small 
New England manufacturing town. 
They will be led through a full-scale 
furnished kitchen, dining room, and 
living room in which lifesize models 
of residents will add realism. Many 
laborsaving household devices will 
make it clear how the average Ameri- 
can can find leisure time to devote to 
the TV set on display. On the TV 
screen will be shown some of the 
sports, cultural, and amusement fea- 
tures characteristic of American pro- 
grams. 


The school exhibit area will portray 
child training, and primary and sec- 
ondary schooling. In addition a trade 
school program in an American indus- 
try will be illustrated. 


At the farm section, a farm house 
and actual farming operations will be 
demonstrated and portrayed, and 
farm equipment will be on exhibit. 

A factory operation will be drama- 
tized to show praduction lines, labor 
at work, and management and manu- 
facturing phases of American in- 
dustry. 

In the panorama of the New Eng- 
land town, the familiar high-steepled 
white church will be a part. 

Visitors will leave the exhibit 
through a product exhibit ,lounge 
which contains models and other ac- 
tual examples of American mass pro- 
duction. 

The central exhibit will be housed 
in a new, modernly designed, rectan- 








Spring Costume Jewelry, Art 
Show Scheduled in Paris 


A Week of Costume Jewelry and 
Metal Works of Art—‘“Semaine de la 
Bijouterie & de l’Orfevrerie de Fan- 
taisie’—is scheduled to take place 
March 7-14 in Le Grand Magasin 
Reaumur, Paris, France. 

About 250 French manufacturers 
are expected to present to businessmen 
and buyers their latest creations of 
the season in costume jewelry, metal 
works of art, and gift articles. 


gular-shaped pavilion occupying 12,- 
000 square feet. Its facade will be 
almost entirely of glass as will the 
adjoining one-third of each side wall. 
The remainder of each side and the 
back wall will be covered by sheets of 
aluminum. Paris architects are work- 
ing with American architects on the 
— and construction of the build- 
ng. 

“Industry in the Service of Man” is 
the basic philosophy of the joint ex- 
hibits at the Paris fair, as well as in 
all fairs in the new cooperative indus- 
try-Government program. 


A business consultation mission sent 
by the Commerce Department will 
provide assistance and advice to sales 
representatives and prospective for- 
eign buyers and sellers. The trade spe- 
cialists will have a booth—or “trade 
information center’—at all the ex- 
hibits. : 


The Paris fair is one of 13 spring 
international trade fairs in Europe in 
which the new international trade- 
fair program will have a part. 





International Trade 
Fair Office Set Up 


The establishment of an Office of 
International Trade Fairs in the 
U. S. Department of Commerce to ad- 
minister the new cooperative indus- 
try-Government program designed ‘to 
foster and promote foreign commerce , 
of the United States through the me- 
dium of international trade fairs was 
announced by Secretary of Commerce 
Sinclair Weeks on February 4. 

The office will have these functions: 

eTo cooperate with U. S. business 
and industry for greater participation 
in international trade fairs to main- * 
tain the prestige of American indus- 
try in foreign markets. 

eTo provide joint industry-Govern- 
ment exhibits at selected fairs with 
the purpose of displaying official U. S. 
Government interest as well as 
strengthening total American partici- 
pation in these events. 

Roy F. Williams, Boston industrial- 
ist, is directing the new organization. 
He has been loaned by the Associated 
Industries of Massachusetts, of which 
he is executive vice president, to the 
Commerce Department for this as- 
signment. He will report and be re- 
sponsible to the Assistant Secretary 
for International Affairs. 

Mr. Williams will have two assistant 
directors, F. Preston Forbes for 
Europe and Latin America and Robert 
Warner for the Far East and the Near 
East. 
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Syria Plans Trade 


Fair in Damascus 


The Damascus International Fair, 
Damascus, Syria, will begin some time 
between August 20 and September 10, 
and will remain open for 3 to 4 weeks, 
according to reports. Exact dates will 
be fixed in the near future. 


The Damascus fair is an official Gov- 
ernment trade fair, held under the 
auspices of the President of the Syrian 
Republic, and is the responsibility of a 
branch of the Ministry of National 
Economy. In 1954, 1 million persons at- 
tended this fair. 


The 1955 fair will be held at the 
same site used in 1954, but the extent 
of the grounds and their precise allo- 
cation to exhibitors will be determined 
after applications have been received 
from the major participating coun- 
tries. 


Space is expected to cost about the 
same as in 1954, S£15 per square meter 
for open space and S£35 per square 
meter for covered space, the exact 
rates to be fixed later (S£3.57—US$1). 

Applications for space allocations 
should be sent directly to the Direc- 
torate General of the fair, at Damas- 
cus, and should include an estimate of 
the approximate area desired. 

Electric power is available from the 
Damascus Electricity Co. and will be 
brought to the boundary of the par- 
ticipating pavilion by the fair admin- 
istration. Current is 110 volts, 50 cycles, 
and no limitations on the amount of 
current available are foreseen, but an 
advance estimate of expected require- 
ments would be helpful to the fair 
management. Each pavilion will have 
its own meter to determine the amount 
of power actually consumed. 

Fair regulations will be issued in 





Dates Set for Italian 
Sports Exhibition 


The International Sports Ex- 
hibition will take place in the 
Exposition Palace, Turin, Italy, 
May 25-June 19. 

The exhibition, organized as an 
international festival of sports, 
will be more than a show of 
sporting goods. 

It will be composed of three 
sections: Sporting civilization of 
today; industrial and handicraft 
production for sports; and a 
number of sporting events. 

Information about this exhibi- 
tion can be obtained by writing 
to Esposizione Internazionale 
Dello Sport, Palazzo Delle Espo- 
sizioni al Valentino, 15 Corso 
Massimo d’Azeglio, Turin, Italy. 











the near future. The official catalog, 
however, will not be released until a 
few days before the opening date of 
the fair. 

Twelve nations—reportedly includ- 
ing Austria, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, 
Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Spain, Italy, 
Saudi Arabia, and both West and East 
Germany—already have applied for 
permission to participate, although 
formal invitations have not yet been 
sent out. Other States have indicated 
a desire to participate but are await- 
ing formal invitations. 





Jubilee To Promote 
Ethiopian Trade 


The Silver Jubilee Fair, scheduled 
to open in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on 
November 12, is primarily twofold in 
purpose—to honor the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the reign of his Im- 
perial Majesty, Haile Selassie, and to 
promote Ethiopia’s internal and ex- 
ternal trade. 

The fair will cover about 280,000 
Square meters, of which 220,000 will 
be for the exhibition proper and the 
remainder for agricultural demon- 
strations and parking. 

A number of pavilions soon will be 
under construction, as the heavy 
rainy season in June through Septem- 
ber makes completion by late June 
essential. 


Seventy commercial and industrial 
firms, according to recent reports, 
have acquired stands occupying a to- 
tal space about five times that avail- 
able at the 1951 exhibition. 

A committee established by the Em- 
peror is selling space at approximately 
US$80 a 15-square-meter plot. Each 
exhibitor must pay the cost of con- 
structing his pavilion and furnish his 
exhibit. Much of the construction will 
consist of rows of exhibit booths and 
the cost is not expected to exceed $20 
@ square meter, or $300 for a 15- 
square-meter exhibit. 

Invitations to countries abroad will 
be sent only on request. Thus far 9 
have made formal application to par- 
ticipate and have retained plots, and 
7 others have expressed a desire to 
participate. 

Foreign exhibitors and visitors may 
obtain a 3-month tourist visa, and 
the Ethiopian Airlines will grant a 
25-percent reduction on normal fares. 
The Franco-Ethiopian Railway Co. re- 
portedly will grant free passage for 
exhibition goods on the return jour- 
ney and half rate for building mate- 
rials to be brought to the exhibition. 
All building and decorating materials 
used in the exhibition will be ex- 
empted from Ethiopian customs du- 
ties. 


Ceramic Masterpieces 
To Compete in France 


An exposition of masterpi 7 
modern ceramics will be held *f s 
June 21 to August 1 at Cannes, France, 
to celebrate the First World 
of the International Academy of Q 
ramics. 

The exposition is a joint Project of 
the city of Cannes and the Na: 
Academy of Ceramics, and the o 
izers would like the participation ot 
American manufacturers, artists, ang 
craftsmen. 

Prizes will be conferred by the ex. 
position, of which the most outstand. 
ing will be the grand prize of the 
of Cannes and the grand gold medgj 
of the International Academy of Os 
ramics. 

Manufacturers, artists, and crafts. 
men who would like to enter the com. 
petition may write to the Gener 
Manager of the Exposition, Palais des 
Festivals, Cannes, A. M., France, who 
will supply illustrated brochures giy. 
ing relevant details. 

The exposition, according to the falr 
management, is based upon the idea 
that those who visit it will be able t 
trace back the various types of pottery 
to their origins. 





Controls on... 


(Continued from Page 25) 


classification of cotton velvet and 
plush also was revised. 

Tariff items affected and their ad 
valorem duties, with former rate 
shown in parentheses, are as follows: 


No. 705, Sheet iron and steel: 

a, Corrugated, 11 percent (same). 

b, Other: Uncorrugated, 25 percent (11 pe 
cent); wrought sheets, 25 percent (ll 
cent); other, 25 percent (same). ( 
classification.) 

No. 533, Cotton velvet and plush: 

a, Of pure cotton: With any specification, 
30 percent (same). (Revised classification) 

b, Of mixed cotton: (1) Plush, imitation 
fur made of wool or fine hair and imitation 
fur astrakan with cotton warp weighing ove 
20 percent by weight, 40 percent (same), (Re 
vised classification.) (2) Other (article 6 of 
Lebanese Customs Code), products composed 
of materials differently assessed and a 
ified as such in the customs tariff be 
considered as made of the material subject 
to the higher duty). 


The increase in duties on uncorru- 
gated or unwrought common black 
iron and steel is intended to protect 
Lebanese workshop owners 
foreign competition—Emb., Beirut. 





Pure crop castor bean production in 
India for 1954 is reported at 119,84 
tons, only slightly larger than the falt- 
ly constant outturn of the preceding 


3 years, but 16 percent less than the f 


relatively good crop of 1950, according 
to the Foreign Agricultural Service. 


Castor oil production from the 1954} 


crop is estimated roughly at about 90,- 
000 tons, indicating that total beam 
production may have been in the 
neighborhood of 200,000 tons. 
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Newsprint Factory 


Opens in India 


India’s first newsprint factory, at 
Nepanagar, Madhya Pradesh, went 
into production on January 11. 

The project, known as E. P. A. Mills, 
isa pioneer effort not only in the man- 
yfacture of newsprint in India but 
also in its manufacture from salai, a 
species of wood never before used for 
that purpose anywhere. 

In another 3 months, when full pro- 
duction of 100 tons a day is expected, 
the plant’s output will meet a third 
of India’s annual newsprint require- 
ments and will effect an estimated 
saving of about 15 million rupees in 
foreign exchange a year (1 rupee= 
US$0.21). 

The project will utilize chemical 
pulp from bamboo and mechanical 
pulp from salai wood, and about 22,- 
500 tons of salai and 30,000 tons of 
bamboo will be required annually. 
The chemical section is expected to be 
completed by October 1955, when the 
need for using imported chemical pulp 
will be eliminated. 





New Cement Plant Proposed 


For Andhra State in India 


An application for the establish- 

ment of a new 4.5-million-rupee 
cement factory to be located at Mac- 
herla, Andhra State, near the site 
of the proposed multipurpose Nandi- 
konda irrigation project, has been 
licensed by the.Government of India, 
subject to fulfillment of the irriga- 
tion project (1 rupee=US$0.21). 
» An order for an improved type of 
cement plant with an installed capac- 
ity of about 100,000 tons a year re- 
portedly has been placed with a West 
German firm at an estimated cost of 
17 million rupees. The plant is ex- 
pected to reach India in July. Other 
items required for the proposed fac- 
tory will be manufactured locally. 

The chief reason for locating the 
plant near the Nandikonda project 
site is to utilize the cement for con- 
struction of the irrigation dam and 
powerhouse called for by the project. 

The village of Macherla also has 
been selected as the most suitable 
location for a proposed 60-million- 
Tupee soda ash factory. Large deposits 
of limestone are known to exist in 
the area. 

The plant will manufacture cement 
by the dry process and reduce coal 
consumption to a minimum of 15 to 
20 percent, as compared with 30 per- 
cent normally consumed by factories 
Using the wet process. 


February 14, 1955 


Vauxhall Motors To Expand Plant 


The £36-million expansion plan of 
Vauxhall Motors, Ltd., Luton, Bed- 
fordshire, England, announced in Sep- 
tember 1954, is designed to double the 
company’s present output, which in 
1954 totaled 130,000 Vauxhall cars and 
Bedford trucks. 

To be completed within the next 5 
years, the expansion will entail the 
addition of 3 million square feet of 
floorspace to the present factory area 
of approximately 3.750 million square 
feet. 

The company’s Luton factory, at 
present 3.5 million square feet, will be 
enlarged by the erection of new build- 
ings totaling 1.5 million square feet, 
and will be devoted largely to the 
production of cars and light vans. 

Except for a new boiler house, the 
extension at Luton will consist of a 
single two-story building of 1.432 mil- 
lion square feet adjoining the present 
plant, which will include a basement 
store for wheels, tires, etc. The block 
will house a new press shop for pas- 
senger-car sheet metal components; 
all car body building, painting, and 
trimming operations; and passenger- 
car final assembly. The present press 
shop will be used mainly for the man- 
ufacture of Bedford cabs, van bodies, 
and other commercial vehicle compo- 
nents. 

The Dunstable factory, 6 miles away, 
now 246,000 square feet, is being 
extended to 800,000 square feet at a 
cost of £2 million as announced in 
May 1954. Under the new plan it will 
be enlarged to 1.630 million square 
feet. The manufacture, assembly, and 
export packing of Bedford trucks will 





Fertilizer Plant in India 
To Add Two New Units 


Addition of two more plants to the 
ammonium sulfate plant at Sindri for 
the manufacture of urea and double 
salt, has been approved by the Govern- 
ment of India. 

The new plants will have capacities 
of 70 tons and 400 tons a day, respec- 
tively, according to the Indian press. 

Construction of the new . plants, 
which is to be undertaken by an 
unidentified European firm, is expected 
to take 3 years. The firm is sending 
a party of 50 technicians to India 
shortly, and Indian technicians may 
be sent later to the firm for special 
training. 

The Sindri plant is now producing 
22,000 long tons of fertilizer a month, 
against a monthly production target 
of 29,000 long tons. Reports indicate 
that even when maximum production 
is attained, it may be insufficient to 
meet the growing demand of Indian 
farmers for chemical fertilizers. 


be concentrated at this plant. The 
only truck operations that will remain 
at Luton will be the production of 
steel components now on hand and 
the manufacture of cabs and differen- 
tial assemblies. 

The space vacated by the transfer 
of passenger-car operations to the 
new Luton buildings will be used to 
increase production of truck cabs, van 
bodies, and machine parts. The re- 
moval of truck manufacture to Dun- 
stable will increase the space avail- 
able for the production of car com- 
ponents at Luton. 

Vauxhall Motors expects that when 
the expansion is complete the number 
of workmen at Luton will be approx- 
imately the same as the present 14,500,” 
but at Dunstable a large increase in 
numbers will be necessary. 

The company states that when its 
expansion plan is completed its man- 
ufacturing facilities will be among the 
most up to date in Europe. 





Joint Venture To Initiate 
Blending of Tea in Burma 


The Government of Burma and Lip- 
ton, Ltd., have entered into a joint 
venture agreement to initiate tea 
blending in Burma, according to the 
Burmese press. 

The Government reportedly will es- 
tablish and operate a processing plant 
at Mandalay by June 1955, to be man- 
aged by a board composed of Gov- 
ernment and Lipton representatives. 
Lipton, Ltd., will provide technical 
guidance and will import from India 
and Ceylon the tea needed for blend- 
ing. 

The agreement is expected to pro- 
vide some foreign exchange saving on 
tea imports, which average about 2 
million kyats annually (1 kyat= 
US$0.21). 





Television Industry To Be 


Developed in Australia 


With the establishment of national 
television stations at Sydney and Mel- 
bourne under way, an Australian pro- 
gram to develop the manufacture of 
television receivers and equipment has 
been given impetus. 

One Australian firm plans to be pro- 
ducing television receivers by the end 
of 1955, and another firm expects to 
be mass-producing television tubes in 
time to meet trade requirements. 

A number of major companies, many 
of which are linked with U. S. firms, 
also appear to be devoting much time 
and money to a television set manu- 
facturing program.—Emb., Canberra; 
Cons. Gen., Sydney. 
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Turkish Tobacco Prices Higher 


Prices of tobacco bought in advance 
of the official opening of the Turkish 
market were 10 percent higher than 
the year before. 

The price range for all grades has 
been between T£2.70 and T£3.23 a kilo- 
gram (T£2.70—US$1). 

The official opening of the tobacco 
market was scheduled for January 3 
but unofficial market activity began 
as early as Christmas. 

Stocks of 1953 American-grade 
Aegean tobacco free for sale as of 
December 27 were estimated at about 
7.5 million kilograms by the Turkish 
Tobacco Monopoly. This amount equals 
about 13 to 17 percent of American 
grade produced in 1953. 

The 1954 tobacco crop in the Turk- 
ish Aegean region, as estimated by 
the Tobaeco Monopoly, amounts to 
54,674,497 kilograms from an acreage 
of 92,203.2 hectares. THis estimate 
varies from unofficial estimates rang- 
ing from 49 million to 52 million kilo- 
grams. 


December inspections of the 1954 
crop revealed some excellent tobacco, 
according to American tobaccomen. 
The areas of Odemis and Tire per- 
haps have the best tobaccos. This 
year’s crop will run high in American- 
grade yield, probably about 75 to 80 
percent, although some estimates are 
as high as 85 percent. The quantity of 
Kaffa grades will again be low. The 
Kaffa carryover from the 1953 Aegean 
crop was estimated at 337,000 kilo- 


grams as of December 27, 1954. The 
reason for this carryover, even though 
the supply was short, is that mer- 
chants want T£2.30 to T£2.40 a kilo- 
gram, and no buyer has yet been will- 
ing to pay this high price. 

The final official estimate of 1953 
production in the Aegean region was 
70 million kilograms, and unofficial 
estimates 67.8 million kilograms. The 
entire Turkish crop in 1953 is esti- 
mated at 113 million kilograms. 





Western Germany Produces 
17.1 Million Records in ‘53 


A total of 17.1 million phonograph 
records was produced in Western 
¢rermany in 1953, of which 15 million 
were of the 78-r. p. m. type. 

Production of 45-r. p. m. records 
totaled approximately 1.2 million and 
of 3314-r. p. m. 0.9 million. 

The 78-r. p. m. records are made of 
shellac exclusively, and the medium 
and longer playing records are of 
plastic. Classical records accounted 
for over 10 percent of total produc- 
tion. 


Exports of phonograph records from 
Germany are relatively small, ac- 
counting for about 10 percent of pro- 
duction. Most trade agreements con- 
sider them as “nonessential goods” 
and do not permit entry. 


Nine major firms in Western Ger- 
many produce phonograph records. 


Colombia Now Sells. 
TV Sets at Retail — 


Retail sale of television sets wag hg. 
gun by the Colombian Government qq 
December 27, through its Office of In. 
formation and Propaganda. The 
are being offered for sale at 350 
(US$140) on the installment plan with 
12 months to pay, which app 
is at cost, and reportedly the demand 
is very good. 

Orders have been placed with Amer. 
ican companies for 10,000 17-ingh 
table-model sets and with Philips of. 
the Netherlands for 5,000 sets. 

Commercial dealers plan to limi 
their efforts to the small market for 
expensive console types. 

Inasmuch as telecasting is a Goy- 
ernment monopoly, this offering of 
low-priced sets presumably is jp 
tended to bring about widespread re- 
ception of educational and other pr. 
grams broadcast by the Government 
stations. 

Accion Cultural Popular, an educa- 
tional organization sponsored by the 
Catholic Church, has ordered 30,00 
small battery-operated radio receivers 
from Philips Colombiana, a subsidiary 
of the Netherlands company. It 
understood that these receivers, pur- 
chased for 25 to 30 pesos each ($i0- 
$12) can receive only broadcasts from 
the Accion station, which was installed 
a few months ago. Plans call for the 
purchase and distribution of 10000 
such receivers, mostly in small com- 
munities throughout Colombia. 





Summary of ... 


Country 


(Continued from Page 20) 


Is import license necessary? 





Sweden 


eee eee ee eee ee eee eee ee eee eee ee eee eee eee 


Union of South Africa, including Southwest 
Africa, Basutoland, Bechuanaland, and 
Swaziland 


Vietnam 


Yugoslavia 


No; on majority of goods imported from 
J. S.; import license still required on 
such commodities as automobiles, 
and certain agricultural products. 


coal, 


Import licenses are required for certain 
agricultural products, various industrial 
raw materials, and some types of vehicles 
and machinery. Also, special import 
authorizations must be obtained for most 


animals and fowl, shellfish, and bees, 
beeswax, and honeycombs. 
Yes; for hard-currency imports. ............. 
SE avert bie Fag eine > s.vd bode biow aves Gandda cu atay’s « 
Yes; except none for mining supplies ........ 
Yes 


| Yes; with exception of few specified goods, 


all imports are subject to license. Im- 
ports from all countries of a lone list 
of “unessential’” items are subject to 
special licensing restrictions. 

Yes; except some foodstuffs, raw materials, 
fertilizers, etc. 

Yes 


Yes; importing Government agencies are 
responsible for securing own permit. 
'No; except for approximately 25 tariff 

items. ' 
Yes 


ee ee eee eee eee eee Pee eee eee ee eee eee eee ee ee ee 


No; individual import license abolished 
July 1, 1952; since that time only li- 
censed import firms are allowed to carry 
on import operations. 





| 


| 


| No. 


H 
| No. 


| 


| No; but a “certificate, of payment” issued by 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 





| One application suffices for both import pe 


Is exchange permit required? 





No separate permit required Foreign ei 
change, including dollar exchange, is aut 
matically made available if the import 
cense specifies payment in such currendy, 
and if the license is registered with a for 
eign exchange bank within 2 months afte 
issuance 





No. 


Bank of Thailand or authorized bank @ 
company is required. 
mit 


and exchange control purposes. 


No; -import license carries richt to foreign 
exchange up to amount expressed in local 
currency in relevant import license. 





Yes; 
of import license. 

No; import license carries right to foreign 
exchange. 

Yes; all exchange is allocated by USSR State 
Bank upon receipt of import license. 


7 


No. 


Yes; import license carries right to forelga 
exchange 
No; but Government maintains strict control 


over foreign exchange allocations. 





— 


1Includes Bermuda, British West Indies, British East Africa, British West Africa, British Guiana, British Honduras, Northern Rhodesia, 
Southern Rhodesia, and minor colonies, protectorates, and trusteeship territories. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





——— 


New Export Supply 
Official Appointed 


Forrest D. Hockersmith has been 
appointed Deputy Director of the 
Office of Export Supply Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce Director Loring 
K. Macy has announced. 

Mr. Hockersmith brings to his new 
position long and varied experience 
in the administration of export con- 
trols. Prior to his new appointment, 
he served as Director of BFC’s Stra- 
tegic Controls Division, and, since 
1948, in various other executive ca- 
pacities in the Office of Export 
Supply. 

In his present post, Mr. Hocker- 
smith succeeds Wallace S. Thomas, 
deceased. 

Mr. Hockersmith first joined the 
Government service in 1934 as an 
Assistant Scientific Aid in the U. S. 
Coast and Geodetic Survey. During 
World War II, he served with the 
Office of Economic Warfare, later 
the Foreign Economic Administration, 
where he was Assistant Director of 
the Industrial Projects Division. 


Before ertering Government, Mr. 
Hockersmith was with the Georgia 
State Highway Department and the 
W. Horace Williams Co., an engineer- 
ing and construction firm of New Or- 
leans, La. 

A native of Nashville, Tenn., Mr. 
Hockersmith holds a degree in civil 
engineering from the Georgia Institute 
of Technology, Atlanta, Ga. He main- 
tains his legal residence at Rockmont, 
Ga. 


Tariff Hearings Scheduled 
On Fescue Seed Imports 


The U. S. Tariff Commission has set 
March 8 for public hearings on the 
“escape clause” investigation which 
the Commission has instituted into 
the import situation with respect to 
ted fescue including chewing seeds, 
provided for in paragraph 763 of the 
Tariff Act of 1930. 

Interested parties desiring to appear 
should give written notice to the Sec- 
retary of the Commission at least 3 
days beforehand. 

Notice of the initiation of this in- 
vestigation and the application on 
Which it is based appeared in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, December 6, 1954, 
page 10. 


Glove Inquiry Dismissed 


The U. S. Tariff Commission an- 
hounced on February 1 that it had 
dismissed the application of the Amer- 
lean Knit Handwear Association, Inc., 
Gloversville, New York, for an investi- 
gation under the comparative cost of 





February 14, 1955 


Filing Dates Set for Selenium 
Exports; Other Actions Taken 


Filing dates for applications to export selenium in the second quarter 
of 1955 are March 1-March 15, the Bureau of Foreign Commerce 


has announced. 


The dates apply to the following selenium commodities: Powder 
(Schedule B No. 619159); metal, except selenium bearing scrap ma- 


terials (B No. 664998) ; salts and com- 
pounds, including selenium dioxide (B 
No. 839900); salts of organic com- 
pounds (B No. 639750) ; selenium-con- 
taining pigments (B No. 842900); ac- 
celerators composed of selenium-con- 
taining rubber compounding agents 
not of coal-tar origin (B No. 829810) ; 
and ferroselenium (B No. 622098). 


BFC also has announced that ex- 
porters now must file an additional 
copy of the Shipper’s Export Declara- 
tion with U. S. Customs for all ship- 
ments of iron and steel scrap, includ- 
ing shipments under general license. 
Previously, only those exports licensed 
after December 8, 1954, were subject 
to this requirement. 


The additional copy is required to 
enable BFC to maintain more nearly 
accurate daily records of iron and 
steel scrap exports. 


Changes Made in Positive List 


Automatic control valves, except 
throttling types capable of being ad- 
justed at more than one control posi- 
tion between “full open” and “full 
closed” (B No. 774490), have been re- 
moved from the Positive List and now 
may be shipped to most countries 
without applying for individual export 
licenses, BFC also has announced. 

Validated export licenses will con- 
tinue to be required for shipments to 
Hong Kong, Macao, the Soviet bloc, 
and the communist-controlled areas 
of Indochina. Shipments to other 
countries may be made under general 
license GRO without prior application 
to BFC. 


BFC said this relaxation could be 
made without jeopardizing the na- 
tional security. 

In another action, BFC added the 
following commodities to the Positive 
List, effective February 17: Kel-F 
elastomer (B No. 200998) ; whetstones, 
sticks, files, and blocks of manufac- 
tured abrasives made of, or incorpo- 
rating, grains of silicon carbide, boron 
carbide or fused aluminum oxide (B 
No. 541400); abrasive paper, cloth, or 
combinations thereof, coated with 
silicon carbide or aluminum oxide, 
when the largest dimension exceeds 





production section of the Tariff Act of 
1930 with respect to knit or crocheted 
cotton gloves or mittens, provided for 
in paragraph 917 of that act. 





12 inches (B No. 541820) ; and titanium 
carbide (B No. 839900). 

A validated license is required for 
shipments of Kel-F elastomer and 
titanium carbide to any destination 
except Canada. The other commodities 
require individual export licenses only 
for shipment to countries outside the 
Western Hemisphere. 

These additions to the Positive List 
were made to protect the national se- 
curity, BFC stated. 

The announcements are published 
in detail in BFC’s Current Export Bul- 
letin No. 744, February 10, 1955. 


Tariff Quota on Fish 


Fillets Increased 


The quantity of the types of fish 
fillets that may be admitted during 
1955 and which for some years have 
been allowed to be imported at a 
reduced rate, under fixed quotas, has 
been set by the Acting Commissioner 
of Customs at 35,432,624 pounds, ac- 
cording to an announcement in the 
Federal Register of February 2. 

The tariff quota for the new year 
is slightly larger than the 33,950,386 
pounds for the preceding year. This 
change is made in accordance with 
the new estimate of fish consumption 
in the United States during the three 
immediately preceding years, as called 
for under the agreement which es- 
tablished that quota. All imports in 
excess of the import quota are dutiable 
at the full rate of $0.025 a pound. 
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Farm Products Available From CCC Holdings 


The list of farm products available 
during February, from Commodity 
Credit Corporation holdings to com- 
mercial exporters at prices below the 
domestically supported levels, for sale 
abroad, as announced by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture on January 31 
is as follows: 

Cheddar cheese, nonfat dry milk 
solids, butter, dry whey, cotton, crude 
and refined cottonseed oil, raw linseed 
oil, dry edible beans, wheat, corn, oats, 
grain, sorghums, barley, and rye. 

The changes in this month’s list 
include the addition of a limited 
quantity of butter for sale on a com- 
petitive bid basis, as announced on 
January 12, and the addition of cotton 
for sale on the basis of weekly offer- 
ings under provisions of P. L. 480. 

Also eligible for export, at the same 
prices offered for sale to domestic 
buyers, are large lima beans, dry whey 





Imports of Corkboard 
To Be Investigated 


The U. S., Tariff Commission an- 
nounced on January 24 an investiga- 
tion for the purpose of determining 
the differences in the cost of foreign 
and domestic production of corkboard 
or, as it is technically described in 
paragraph 1511 of the Tariff Act of 
1930, “cork insulation, wholly or in 
chief value of cork, cork waste, or 
granulated or ground cork, in blocks, 
slabs, boards, or planks.” 


At the same time, it ordered that 
a@ public hearing be held in this in- 
vestigation, beginning on April 5. 
Interested parties desiring to appear 
should give written notice to the Sec- 
retary of the Commission at least 3 
days beforehand. 


The import duty rate on this class 
of goods was set in the Tariff Act of 
1930 at $0.025 a board foot and has not 
been changed since. This investiga- 
tion is under section 336 of the Tariff 
Act, known as the “comparative cost 
of production” section, and was in- 
stituted August 11, 1954, upon the 
application of the Cork Institute of 
America. 


product, tung oil, olive oil, gum rosin, 
gum turpentine, and a number of 
grass and cover crop seeds from the 
CCC domestic sales list for February 
1955. 

The list, which varies from month 
to month as additional commodities 
become available, or as commodities 
formerly available are dropped, is de- 
signed to aid in moving CCC’s excess 
inventories into export through 
regular commercial channels. 


Chile Agrees To Buy 
U.S. Farm Surplus 


An agreement for the sale of surplus 
agricultural commodities valued at 
approximately $5 million was signed 
by the U. S. Ambassador to Chile and 
the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of Chile in Santiago on January 27. 
The approximate program breakdown 
is as follows: Wheat, $2.2 million; 
cottonseed oil, $2.4; and ocean trans- 
portation $0.4 million. 

The program is expected to be of 
benefit to Chile in meeting its re- 
quirements and to be of assistance in 
reducing surplus stocks in the United 
States. Sales under this program will 
be made by private U. S. traders, and 
the first purchase authorizations are 
expected to be issued within a few 
days. 

Payment for the commodities will 
be made in Chilean pesos. A portion 
of the pesos accruing under the pro- 
gram will be used to meet U. S. Gov- 
ernment expenses in Chile. The re- 
mainder will be loaned to the Chilean 
Government for development purposes, 
with eventual repayment to the United 
States in dollars or in strategic ma- 
terials. 


This agreement is the third to be 
announced in the series being nego- 
tiated pursuant to title I of the 
Agricultural Trade Development and 
Assistance Act (Public Law 480, 83d 
Congress). Notice of the earlier agree- 
ments, with Turkey and with Yugo- 
slavia, appeared in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, January 24, 1955, page 
23. 





Hearings Called on 
Clover Seed Imports 


The U. S. Tariff Commission has set 
March 10 for a public hearing, to be 
held in its building, with regard to the 
import situation in Alsike clover seed, 
provided for in paragraph 1763 of the 
Tariff Act of 1930. 

The investigation under which this 
hearing is held has been directed by 
the President, who has requested the 
Tariff Commission to report to him 
by May 2 whether it is necessary to 
continue beyond June 30 the tariff 
quota imposed upon Alsike clover seed 
by presidential proclamation of June 
30, 1954. 

That action followed an “escape 
clause” investigation by the Tariff 
Commission, which found that in- 
creased imports of such seed were 
causing serious injury to the domestic 
industry (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
July 12, 1954, p. 2). The President then 
ordered that the previous rate of duty 
of $0.02 a pound be retained for 1 year 
for the first 1.5 million pounds im- 
ported during the fiscal year, and that 
imports above that amount be assessed 
$0.06 a pound. 
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